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INTRODUCTION

The Bible is a historical book. Rather than being a “once upon a time”
fairytale, it is rooted in history. Ernst Renan once said that “all history is
incomprehensible without Christ.” But it is also true that both Christ and the
Scriptures are equally incomprehensible without the historical backdrop
against which they are framed.

There is a sense in which history is “His story.” Since we have all been
created by God and are made in His image, the story of mankind is the story
of God’s plan for man being carried out. This means that the Christian has
a reason for the study of all of history. But when it comes to the study of that
portion of history in which the Bible has its historical and cultural setting, the
Christian has even greater motivation for such a study.

1. To Aid us in Understanding the Bible.

Each book of the Bible was written to a particular audience.
*  Genesis is written to Israelites who have come out of Egypt.
e Judges is written to Israelites living under the monarchy of
Israel.
*  Chronicles is written to post-exilic Jews returning to the land.
* The epistles are written to various churches throughout the
Roman Empire.

In each case, the human author of the book assumes a certain amount
of a prior knowledge. He assumes that he can speak of various
geographic or cultural areas and that they will be known and
understood and applied by his readers.

Our problem is that we are reading ancient Scriptures from a 21*
century vantage point. A study of Biblical archaeology helps us to
step into the sandals of the original readers and to interpret the
Scriptures properly. It is only then that we will be able to apply the
truths of the Scriptures rightly in our day.

2. To Affirm the Scriptural Narrative.
The Bible’s historical accuracy has long been the source of attack.

1



Introduction

These attacks have not abated in recent years; they have escalated in
intensity. One of the necessary fields of Biblical apologetics will be
the defense of the historical veracity of the Bible. The battlefield for
this conflict will be the arena of Biblical archaeology.

Make no mistake, this is no easy conflict. There are many
archaeologists who reject the Bible out of hand, going so far as to
deny the historicity of the patriarchs, the Exodus event and the
existence of David or Solomon and their kingdoms.

At the same time, we must realize that there are many things in the
Bible which are not substantiated in current Biblical archaeology.
That is because we have only found a small fraction of the remains of
antiquity. The absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. This
has been proven time and time again as new finds have substantiated
areas which were previously thought to be in error.

To Aid us in the Work of Bible Translation and Interpretation.

Language is not a constant. It is always changing. One has only to
pick up a King James Bible to see how much the English language
has changed over the past 400 years. What is true of the English
language is also true of the languages in which the Bible was written.

a. The Old Testament was written primarily in Hebrew with a
few chapters in Daniel being penned in Aramaic. Modern
Hebrew has gone through some changes and there are a
number of words in the Old Testament which are “hapax
legomenon” - words which appear only once and which
appear nowhere else.

How are we to determine the meanings of such words? It is
the field of archaeology which provides assistance.
Archaeological writings give us other examples of the usage
of certain words and are a great help in interpreting the Bible.

b. The New Testament is written in Koine Greek. The Greek of
the New Testament is very different from the modern Greek
which is spoken today. Fortunately, we have a great deal of
examples of Koine Greek to compare with our New
Testament vocabulary.
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Understanding the Bible is not simply a case of gaining a correct
translation. The world and culture of the Scriptures were far removed
from our own and that means it is an easy thing to misunderstand the
message of the Bible because it comes wearing cultural trappings that

are foreign to us.

THE SCOPE OF BIBLICAL HISTORY

The lands of the Bible go far beyond the tiny borders of the land of Israel.
The story of the Bible begins in Mesopotamia, the land between the Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers. By the end of the New Testament, our horizons have
been stretched westward all the way to Spain. This means that we could

divide Biblical History into two distinct parts:

1. Old Testament History.

The lands of the Old Testament
would be those around the
Fertile Crescent. This is a large
band of relatively fertile land
stretching from the Persian Gulf
northward along the courses of
the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
and then south along the Levant.
Though known as the “Fertile
Crescent,” much of these lands
can only be considered fertile

when compared to the surrounding deserts.

Mediterranean
Sea

Desert

Arabian

Lands of the Old
Testament

2. New Testament History.

Although still centered
in the land of Palestine,
our focus in the New
Testament turns its
attention westward. The
story of Acts and the
Epistles is a movement
from Jerusalem to
Rome.

, Lands of the
X, .ew Testament;

Anatolia
38 (Asia Minor)
a8
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Between these two periods is a time known as the “Silent Years.” It is a
period when there were no prophets in Israel. But it is not a period which is
silent with reference to history.

Old Testament New Testament

1600+ Years of History | 400 “Silent Years” | 70-90 Years of History

Centered on the Fertile Centered on the
Crescent Mediterranean World

The Jewish writings known as the “Apocrypha” and specifically the books of
Maccabees were written during this 400 period. The books of Maccabees are
an excellent resource in filling in for us the historical details of what took
place in Israel between the close of the Old Testament Scriptures and the
beginning of the New Testament.

MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

We would be hard pressed to talk about Bible History apart from the field of
archaeology. It is through the field of archaeology that a great deal of our
information can be checked, verified, and understood.

1. The Rosetta Stone.

Napoleon Bonaparte invaded Egypt in 1798.
He was hoping to cut England’s supply line to
her holdings in India. It was an ill-fated
expedition for Napoleon and for France, but
it also marks the beginning of modern
archaeology. Napoleon had brought with him
175 scholars made up of linguists, botanists,
naturalists, artists and historians. Though
Napoleon left the following year in defeat,
this group of scholars eventually succeeded in
publishing their findings in the 36-volume
study entitled, “Description of Egypt.”

In August 1799, just two months before Napoleon would abandon his



Introduction

army to escape back to France, a French soldier digging a trench at
the fort of St Julien near Rosetta came across a dark red granite stone
covered with writing.

It was a dark, irregular-shaped stone

Height 44 inches | 111 centimeters

Width 32 inches | 81 centimeters

Thickness | 10 inches | 25 centimeters

One side was polished and inscribed with a text in three different
scripts of writing, though they comprised only two languages.

Hieroglyphs | 14 These were Egyptian symbols in which
lines | each symbol would represent a syllable.

Demotic 32 A shorthand form of hieroglyphics
lines | written from right to left like Hebrew,
this form of writing dated to 700 B.C.
and ultimately developed into the
Coptic script.

Greek 54 The commemoration of the coronation
lines | of King Ptolemy 5th in the year 196
B.C.

No one living in that day was able to read either the hieroglyphs or
the demotic. The Greek, on the other hand, was easily readable. It
was evidently a stella of commemoration of the advent of one of the
Ptolemies to the throne of Egypt. The Ptolemies were a line of Greek
kings who ruled over Egypt from the days of Alexander to Cleopatra
(she was the last of the Ptolemies).

As the spoils of war, the Rosetta Stone ended up in the British
Museum where it resides to this day. But it was copied and those
copies were distributed and made available to all scholars. It was left
to a young French scholar to break its secret.

Scholars had recognized immediately that all three inscriptions were
differing translations of the same message since the last line of the
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Greek text read: “Written in sacred and native and Greek characters.”

Jean Francois Champollion was familiar with Coptic and was able to
use his knowledge of that language to decipher the mystery of the
Egyptian hieroglyphs. His work was aided by Thomas Yong, an
English scholar who had concluded that the symbol representing
Ptolemy was phonetic. It had been assumed in the past that
hieroglyphics were “picture-writings” in which each symbol
represented a single word or concept. Thus a picture of a pig might
mean “dirty man” or a lion’s front paws might stand for “strength.”
But this proved not to be the case.

There were actually three types of hieroglyphs:

a. Pictures: Some symbols did indeed represent a single word or
concept. For example, a picture of a man with a stick stood
for the verb, “to beat.”

b. Related Sounds: Some pictures came to stand for things
which they sounded like. It would be like drawing a picture
of a train in order to communicate the idea of “training
(teaching) a student.” An actual example is the Egyptian
word wr. It is the word for a swallow (bird). The
hieroglyphic is a picture of a swallow. But it is also the word
for “great.”

C. Syllable Sounds: The symbol for “swallow” came to be used
whenever the Egyptians were writing a word which had the
sound wr as one of its syllables.

The Behistun Inscription.

In 1833 British officer Sir Henry Rawlinson traveled to Persia to
organize the Shah’s army. There he came across a Persian inscription
located high up a cliff wall on the Rock of Behistun in western Iran.
The rock stands above a spring of water on the caravan route between
Ecbatana and Babylon; it is the last peak of a long narrow range of
mountains. Today the small village of Behistun lies around the

spring.

In 1842, Rawlinson succeeded in climbing the wall and copying a
portion of the inscription. It was painstaking work and a portion of
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the inscription was inaccessible. It was not until 1847 that he
returned with a Kurdish boy who succeeded in spanning the rest of
the precipice and making a paper mache imprint of the rest of the
inscription. The inscription is composed in three languages:

a. Old Persian.
b. Elamite.
C. Akkadian.

All three languages are written with cuneiform characters. An
Aramaic version of the inscription was later discovered at
Elephantine in Upper Egypt.

It was ultimately determined that the pictorial relief was of King
Darius of Persia. The scene represents Darius receiving the
submission of a group of rebels. The king’s left foot is placed on the
neck of one of his enemies.

Rawlinson managed to decipher the Persian part of the inscription.
This was then used to make the first translations of the other two
languages. Thus the Behistun Inscription is to cuneiform was the
Rosetta Stone is the Egyptian hieroglyphics.

Moabite Stone.

Made of black basalt, this stela
was discovered by a French
Anglican medical missionary by
the name of F.A. Kleinin 1868 in
the ruins of the ancient city of
Divon in modern Jordan on the
east side of the Dead Sea. Klein
was unable to read the
inscription, but recognized it as
being valuable.

The inscription parallels Biblical
history as it relates the events
described in 2 Kings 1 and 3,
though it relates these same
events from the Moabite perspective. The stone measures as follows:
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Tall 3 feet, 8%~ inches | 113 centimeters

Wide 2 feet, 3% inches | 70 centimeters

Thick | 1 foot, 13 inches | 40 centimeters

Approximate Date: 830 B.C.

39 Lines of Writing

The French consul in Jerusalem commissioned an Arab to make a
squeeze of the stela by pressing wet paper into the characters of the
inscription. While he was doing this, he was attacked by Bedouin and
forced to flee. In his haste to escape, the squeeze was torn into
several pieces.

When the Turkish authorities tried to take the stone, the Bedouin
responded by setting a fire under the stone to heat it up and then
pouring cold water over it, thereby breaking it into fragments. About
two-thirds of the pieces were recovered and those, along with the
squeeze that had been made before the stela was destroyed, allowed
all but the last line to be reconstructed. There are a total of 34 lines,
written in Moabite, a language almost identical to Hebrew.

Origins Erected by King Mesha at Dibon

Discovery | Seen by Clermont Ganneau and Rev. F. A. Klein
in 1868. They had a squeeze of the stone made at
that time.

The stone was broken into pieces by Arabs. Two
large fragments and 18 smaller pieces were
recovered

Today Resides in the Louvre

Gezer Calendar.

Discovered in 1908 at Tell el-Jazari by Irish archaeologist R.A.S.
MacAlistar at the site of the ancient city of Gezer about 15 miles to
the northwest of Jerusalem, this small limestone rock seems to be a
student’s homework. The translation reads as follows:
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Two months are harvest

Two months are planting

Two months are late (planting)
One month is hoeing flax

One month is barley-harvest

One month is harvest and feasting
Two months are (vine-)pruning
One month is summer fruit.

This inscription  dates 6000 B.C. - Ugarit founded.
back to 925 B.C. Itserves 1800-1400 B.C. - Ugarit comes under

as evidence that the Egyptian influence.
Hebrews living in Israel at 1300-1200 B.C. - Period in which the
that time were a literary tablets were written.

1180 B.C. - City declines suddenly.

people capable of writing
the OIld Testament
Scriptures. At the time of
its discovery, it was the oldest Hebrew inscription to be found.

Ras Shamrah - The Lost City of Ugarit.

In the spring of 1928, Mahmoud az-Zir, was ploughing land he had
rented in the south of Minet el-Beida (“white harbor), Syria. As he
was working, his plough struck something hard just under the surface.
That evening, he returned to the site with some companions, and they
began to clear away a thin layer of top soil. They very quickly came
across some man-made paving stones, and on lifting these, they
discovered a chambered tomb full of pottery.

- ARABIAN
i DESERT

ot
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When archaeologists were sent in to investigate, they discovered a
palace and an entire royal port city buried beneath the tell. Within
these ruins were hundreds of cuneiform tablets. It was not until 1932
that it was determined that the name of this lost city was Ugarit.

The style of writing discovered at Ugarit is known as alphabetic
cuneiform. This is a unique blending of an alphabetic script (like
Hebrew) and cuneiform (like Akkadian); thus it is a unique blending
of two styles of writing. Most likely it came into being as cuneiform
was passing from the scene and alphabetic scripts were making their
rise. Ugaritic is thus a bridge from one to the other and very important
in itself for the development of both.

Ugaritic greatly helps us in correctly translating difficult Hebrew
words and passages in the Old Testament. As a language develops the
meaning of words changes or their meaning is lost altogether. This is
also true of the Biblical text. But after the discovery of the Ugaritic
texts we found information concerning archaic words in the Hebrew
text.

Ebla.

In 1964 lItalian archaeologists directed by Paolo Matthiae of the
University of Rome excavated a mound in northern Syria known as
Tell Mardikh. In 1968, Matthiae and his team uncovered ancient
Akkadian inscriptions of King Ibbit-Lim. In this text the king
identified himself as the ruler of Ebla. During excavations in 1974
and 1975, public and royal archives containing over 15,000 clay
tablets came to light. The Eblaite scribes recorded information on clay
tablets, inscribed in cuneiform, as developed by the Sumerians, which
was found in the ruins of the royal palace in 1974 A.D. The people
of Ebla spoke a Semitic language that resembled ancient Hebrew.
The most likely date of these archives is about 2500 B.C.

A royal library was found in 1974 consisting of 20,000 clay tablets,
80 percent of which were written in Sumerian and the rest in an
unknown Semitic language akin to Hebrew that is now called Eblaite.
Located halfway between modern Aleppo and Hama, at the top of the
Fertile Crescent, the city was in the heart of Abraham’s ancestral
home territory of Haran and flourished in 2200 B.C. Names like
David, Micah, Jerusalem, Sodom, Gomorrah, Haran, and Ur appear
in the texts. The city of Ebla was destroyed around 2250 B.C.

10
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Tell Dan Inscription.

In 1994, a team working
under Avraham Biran in
Upper Galilee discovered
three pieces of a single
inscription on basalt. It is
written in  Aramaic and
mentions a military victory
over Bth-Dwd - “The House
of David.” This is the
earliest archaeological
mention of King David.

Tell Dan Inscription

Tell EI-Amarna.

Amarna is located in the desert north of Thebes
. where Pharaoh Akhenaton built his pristine royal
A series of letters were city, Akhet-aton, “Horizon-of-Aton.” It lasted only a

discovered at the ancient few years before being destroyed by those loyal to
the old gods of Egypt. But for those few brief years,

E g ypt ian ci ty of it was, for Egypt, a kind of mysterious Camelot.
Akhenaton, located on

the east bank of the Nile
midway between Giza and Thebes. The city has since become known
as Tell el-Amarna by the combining of two names:

a. EI-Til is the name of the
modern-day village in the area.

b. El-Amarna is one of the Arab
tribes which has settled in the
area.

In 1887, a peasant woman digging for
fertilizer found some tablets in the ruins
of Tell el-Amarna. She sold them for
ten piastres. The tablets were offered to
European scholars, but were suspected
of being forgeries and were rejected.
The tablets were taken to Luxor and
sold to tourists. By the time that
scholars realized the tablets were
genuine, a number of the tablets had
been sold. Excavations began in 1891 and a total of 380 tablets were

11
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eventually uncovered.

The tablets date to the 18th dynasty of Egypt, specifically during the
reign of Akhenaton. These tablets consist correspondence between
the Pharaoh of Egypt at the kings of the cities of Jerusalem, Gezer,
Lachish, Jarmuth and Eglon. However, they are written in Akkadian,
demonstrating that this was the language of international diplomacy.

In several of these letters, there are complaints and requests for
protection from invading Hapiru, a nomadic people who were
overrunning the land. Some of these Hapiru had been joined by the
Canaanites and some had offered their services as mercenaries (there
IS a possible correlation here to the Gibeonites).

The Dead Sea Scrolls.

In January 1947, a young Arab boy searching for some lost goats
happened to throw a rock into one of the hundreds of caves that dot
the cliffs overlooking the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea.
Instead of the bleating of a goat, he heard the crack of breaking
pottery. He told this to two of his cousins and the next day the
youngest of the cousins returned to the scene and climbed the steep
incline up to the cave.

The cave floor was covered with debris, including broken pottery.
Along the wall stood a number of clay jars, some with their bowl-
shaped covers still in place. Inside they found several bundles of
ancient manuscripts.

The seven manuscripts were sold to a shoemaker/antiquities dealer in
Bethlehem. They eventually came to the attention of scholars at the
American School of Oriental Research. William F. Albright soon
announced that the scrolls were from the period between 200 BC to
AD 200, making them the oldest manuscripts ever to be found.

Archaeological expeditions back to the caves where the scrolls had
initially been found resulted in the discovery of ten additional caves
in the surrounding area also containing scrolls. Attention was also
directed to a small ruin nearby called “Khirbet (ruins of) Qumran,”
which had been thought to be the remains of an old Roman fortress.
Today most scholars agree that Qumran was the home of a sect of
Jews known as the Essenes who made copies of the scrolls and then

12
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hid them in the caves when the Romans under Titus invaded Judea in

67 AD.

The seven original scrolls of “Cave One” were made up of:

1)

)

©)

(4)

()

(6)
(7)

A scroll of the entire book of Isaiah.
A fragmentary scroll of Isaiah.

A commentary on the first two chapters of Habakkuk. The
commentator explained the book allegorically in terms of the
Qumran brotherhood.

The “Manual of Discipline” — A book of requirements for
those aspiring to join the brotherhood.

The “Thanksgiving Hymns,” a collection of devotional
psalms of thanksgiving and praise to God.

An Aramaic paraphrase of the Book of Genesis.

The “Rule of War” — An allegorical work prophesying the
battle between the “Sons of Light” (the men of Qumran) and
the “Sons of Darkness” which was to take place in the last
days which the men of Qumran believed were about to take
place.

Over the next eight years, scrolls were uncovered in 11 caves around
the Qumran area. Over 600 scrolls and thousands of fragments have
been uncovered, including fragments of every Biblical book except

Esther.

Prior to this find, the oldest Old Testament Manuscripts known were
the Massoretic Texts, dating from the 10th century AD. The Dead
Sea scrolls were a thousand years older. When compared, they were
found to be very close.

What have we actually learned from the Dead Sea Scrolls? Have they
actually contained any astounding discoveries?

a.

They teach us that the Massoretic text of the Hebrew Old
Testament was surprisingly accurate and that the Bible has

13
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not notably changed over the course of history. At the same
time, they also help us to see that there have been occasional
scribal changes that have crept into the Hebrew text and they
have furthered the ability of scholars to study that text and
determine its original composition.

b. The scrolls have been helpful in giving us a window into the
first century Hebrew language.

C. They teach us that there was a messianic expectation in the
first century as the Jews were waiting for the coming of One
who would be both a divine warrior as well as a teacher of
righteousness.

d. They serve to remind us of the Jewish roots of Christianity,
especially when we compare the teachings found in the scrolls
with those of Jesus.

THE FORMING OF ANCIENT TELS

Ancient cities were sometimes built on a hill. This would allow the natural
formation of the landscape to assist in the fortifying of the city. Jerusalem is
a good example of this phenomenon. The original Jebusite city was located
on a narrow ridge so that three sides of the city were protected by steep
inclines. Other cities often found themselves in areas which were originally
lowlands, but which began to elevate as each succeeding city was built over
top of its predecessor.

The word tel in both Hebrew and Arabic means “mound.” What originally
appeared to be mere hills in the landscape sometimes turned out to be a series
of forgotten cities each built one on top of the rubble of its predecessor.

One example of this phenomenon is Tell el-Husn on the Jordan River, 14
miles south of the Sea of Galilee. This was the site of the Biblical city of
Bethshan, the home of those who took the body of Saul after he had been
slain in the battle of Gilboa.

This site was excavated from 1921 to 1933 by the University of
Pennsylvania. Excavators dug down 70 feet through 18 distinct strata. The
history of the city begins as early as 3500 B.C. and continues into the present
era.

14
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Tel at Beth Shan with Roman era ruins in the foreground

THREE TYPES OF SURVIVING WRITINGS

1. Monumental: These are texts for public display. They were made on
monuments and they were made to last and to withstand the elements.

2. Professional: Texts made by trained scribes. They were often done
of clay tablets or on papyrus.

3. Occasional: These were things written in everyday business. They
could be written on papyrus, parchment, goatskin, or even upon
broken pieces of pottery known as “potsherds” or “ostraca” (the
ancient version of “scrap paper”).

15



GENESIS AND OTHER
CREATION ACCOUNTS

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1).

So begins the text of Genesis 1:1. Though it points back to the creation of all
things, it must be understood that this was not the first thing ever to be
written. Moses wrote these words in the 15th century B.C. There had
already been many books written before this time and some which dealt with
the question of creation.

Among the multitude of tablets found in the Library of Ashurbanipal in
Nineveh were a group of seven tablets known as the Enuma Elish. Though
the library dates only to the late 7th century B.C., the present form of the epic
itself goes all the way back to the days of Hammurabi (1700 B.C.), while the
story descends from the days of the Sumerians. The Enuma Elish (“When on
high”) draws its title from the first sentence of its narrative.

“When on high the heaven had not been named, firm
ground below had not been named...”

The text was found written on seven tablets, but this has no bearing on the
seven days of the Genesis account. If the tablets had been larger then there
would only have been six.

Tablet 1: Aspu and Tiamat come together to give birth to the primitive
forces and gods. However, Aspu turns against his offspring, but
is slain by them. Tiamat is enraged at the death of her husband
and she prepares to avenge his death.

Tablet 2: Marduk, one of the second generation gods, is elected to fight
Tiamat.

Tablet 3: The assembly of gods decrees the outcome of the battle and the
glory of Marduk.

Tablet4: They each create seven assistants to help them. Marduk wins the
conflict and dissects the body of Tiamat.

16



Genesis and Other Creation Accounts

Tablet5: From the body of Tiamat, Marduk creates heaven and earth. The
moon and the stars are established to mark the seasons.

Tablet 6: Tiamat's second in command, Kingu, is slain and from drops of
his blood Marduk creates man so that there will be one to

sacrifice to the gods.

My blood will | take and bone will I fashion
I will make man, that man may be his name,
I will create man who shall inhabit the earth,
That the service of the gods may be established, and that their

shrines may be built.

But I will alter the ways of the gods, and | will change their

paths;

Together shall they be oppressed and unto evil shall they....

Tablet 7: Marduk advances from the chief god of Babylon to become head
of the entire pantheon. He is given 50 names representing the
power of the various deities.

It can be seen from this brief outline that this account is only superficially

related to the Genesis account.

Similarities and Differences with the Genesis Account

Similarities

Differences

1) Both accounts speak of a
time when the earth was
without form and void.

@) Both accounts have a
similar order of events in
creation.

3) An emphasis is placed
upon naming that which
was created.

1)

)

One account is grossly
polytheistic while the other
is strictly monotheistic.
One account confuses
spirit and matter while the
other is careful to
distinguish between the
two.

Since the initial discovery of the seven tablets, other copies have been found
relating the same story but on ten tablets. This suggests to us that there is
nothing in particular to the parallel of the seven tablets with the seven days

of Genesis 1-2.

17




Genesis and Other Creation Accounts

There is a real difference between the Genesis account and the creation
accounts of other pagan religions. In other religious systems, the natural
world was seen as a manifestation of all of the deities — the sun, moon, stars,
oceans, storms. The cosmos always had the status of deity. The Bible is
unique in that the cosmos is merely creation. Only the Lord is God.

Another difference between the Genesis account versus the creation accounts
of other religions of antiquity is underscored in an observation by C.S. Lewis:

...creation, in any unambiguous sense, seems to be a
surprisingly rare doctrine; and when stories about it occur in
Paganism they are often religiously unimportant, not in the
least central to the religions in which we find them. They are
on the fringe where religion tails off into what was perhaps
felt, even at the time, to be more like fairy-tale (1994:171).

At the same time, there are enough similarities in the Mesopotamian creation
accounts with those of the Bible to make us wonder if these similarities are
not deliberate. The simple truth is that two authors do not normally express
thought alike if they are acting independently. It is for this reason that |
would propose the similarities between the Genesis account and the various
Mesopotamian creation stories are deliberate. The Bible purposefully sets
forth its creation account in a way that reflects something of the
Mesopotamian stories, yet showing that creation did not come about through
the random happenings of various gods and cosmic forces, but rather that it
was the purposeful and deliberate act of God.

THE NATURE OF THE TWO CREATION
ACCOUNTS

A reading of Genesis 1-2 will show immediately that we have two separate
and distinct accounts of creation.

GENESIS 1 GENESIS 2
The heavens and the earth are Creation of the man and the
created in six days. woman (no time element
mentioned).

18



Genesis and Other Creation Accounts

Shows man in his cosmic Shows man as central to God's
setting. purpose.

A panoramic view of creation | A detailed view of one

as a whole. particular aspect of creation.
Centers on God creating the Centers on man as the
heavens and the earth. crowning of God's creation.

Rather than being contradictive, these two accounts are complimentary.
Indeed, this method of first giving a panoramic view and then coming back
to focus on important details is found all through Genesis.

For example, in the account of Jacob and Esau, it is Esau’s story that comes

first, but it is Jacob’s which is more fully developed and which holds the
place of higher importance to the theme of the book.

THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION

The six days of creative work are topical in nature. This does not rule out a
literal interpretation, but the topical nature should also be realized.

DAY 1. Light. DAY 4. Light-givers (Sun,
moon & stars).

DAY 2: Water & sky DAY 5:  Fish and birds.

divided.
DAY 3. Land & DAY 6: Landanimals &
Vegetation man.

Light is made on Day 1 while, corresponding to that, light-givers are placed
into the heavens on Day 4. The water and sky are divided on Day 2 while the
water and sky are filled with fish and with birds on Day 5. Dry land appears
on Day 3 and that dry land is inhabited on Day 6.

The Jews delighted in this sort of parallelism; it was akin to poetry. This
does not take away from its inspiration or its value as an authoritative
historical account of creation as other forms of parallelism from historical
passages of the Bible are also to be found containing parallelism.
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THE CREATION OF MAN

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.”

And God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them.
(Genesis 1:26-27).

Throughout this chapter, God is referenced by the title Elohim. This was a
familiar designation to those who spoke Semitic languages. The Canaanite
pantheon viewed one of their gods as EI. The plural of El is Elohim, but that
does not mean we are to take this as an example of polytheism, since it
appears throughout most of this chapter accompanied by singular modifiers.
Thus we could translate verse 26, “Then God, He said...”

The creative work of God reaches a crescendo when it reaches the creation
of man.

1.

The plurality of the Planner.

Notice the use of the plural pronoun (“Let US make man in OUR
image”). This is achange from the way we have seen God referenced
throughout the first part of the chapter. The Jews held this to be a
conversation that the Lord was having with the angels. However, the
fulfillment of the plan in verse 27 does not say that God created man
in the image of God and the angels. Indeed, angels are nowhere
mentioned in the first half of the book of Genesis.

It has been suggested by some that this may be a foreshadowing of the
doctrine of the Trinity. On the other hand, it may also be a literary
device known as a “plural of majesty.” Even today in the English
language, it is customary for edicts coming from a royal personage to
speak in the plural even though it is a single person doing the
speaking.

In the image of God.

In what way was man created in the image and likeness of God? The
context suggests only one way — the area of rulership. As God was
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sovereign over all that He had created, so now man was placed into
a position of relative sovereignty over all that was upon the earth.

THE GARDEN OF EDEN

This passage has been a source of great

And the Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in
Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed.
(Genesis 2:8).

Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and
from there it divided and became four rivers.

The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around the whole
land of Havilah, where there is gold.

And the gold of that land is good; the bdellium and the
onyx stone are there.

And the name of the second river is Gihon; it flows
around the whole land of Cush.

And the name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of
Assyria. And the fourthriver is the Euphrates. (Genesis 2:10-
14).

The word edenu in Akkadian

confusion because it seems t0 join | means “garden” or “paradise.”

geographical areas which are far

removed from one another.

Verse 10 says literally, “from there it divided and became four heads.”

1.

Pishon — “Full flowing.”

The Pishon ““flows around the whole land of Havilah.”” Havilah is a
reference to lands in northern Arabia where the descendants of
Ishmael made their homes (Genesis 25:18).

In the 1990's, Boston University scientist Farouk EIl-Baz used photos
from satellites orbiting the earth and space Shuttle Imaging Radar to
locate an underground river which now runs under a portion of the
desert of Saudi Arabia (James A. Sauer, “The River Runs Dry,”
Biblical Archaeology Review, VVol. 22, No. 4, July/August 1996, pp.
52-54, 57, 64 and Molly Dewsnap, “The Kuwait River,” Biblical
Archaeology Review, Vol. 22, No. 4, July/August 1996, p. 55.).
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In Kuwait, adry riverbed (Wadi Al-Batin) cuts through limestone and
appears to disappear into the desert of Saudi Arabia. Actually, the
river ran underground along a fault line under the sand. From the
Hyaz Mountains in Saudi Arabia, this river carried granite and basalt
pebbles 650 miles northeast to deposit them at its delta in Kuwait
near the Persian Gulf.

Some have theorized that this lost river corresponds to biblical
descriptions of the Pishon River. This one discovery was enough to
make Sauer, the former curator of the Harvard Semitic Museum’s
archaeological collections, reverse his previous skepticism regarding
the historical accuracy of the Bible.

Gihon — The root word from which this name is taken means “to
bring forth, gush.”

The Gihon is said to flow around the whole land of Cush (Genesis
2:13). This presents a difficulty in that Cush was the land to the south
of Egypt. However, there was also an area to the east of the Tigris
River which was known as Cush. If this is the case, then this could
be a reference to the Karun River which flows into the Tigris and
Euphrates just before they enter the Persian Gulf.

TN

Tigris (Hidigel).

The Hebrew
name seems to
have been
taken from the
Akkadian
Idiklat. The
Persian word
tir also means
“arrow” and is
the designation
for the Tigris
River.

Havilah

Euphrates.

The name of the Euphrates was used, borrowed, and adapted by many
different people groups to the point that we cannot be certain as to its
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origins.

The last two rivers are known to us. The first two are not. However, they
come with geographical identifiers. This perhaps indicates that they were not
well known to the readers of this account as they are not well known to us.
The location of the last two river points to a location for the Garden of Eden
at the northwest end of the Persian Gulf. There is the possibility that the first
two rivers can also support such a location.

THE FALL INTO SIN

1.

The Gilgamesh Epic and the Temptation Account.

The Gilgamesh Epic is a long story recounting the adventures of
Gilgamesh, the king of Erech in Mesopotamia. The first tablet tells
the story of how Gilgamesh, the god-man and king is a harsh ruler
over his people. They pray to Anu, the sky god who fashions a rival
for Gilgamesh in the person of Enkidu, the wild man of the forests
who is given superhuman strength. A trapper’s son finds Enkidu
running in the forests with the animals and, per the instructions of his
father, he goes to the city and engages the aid of Shamhat, a temple
prostitute, to come and entice Enkidu. He yields to her charms and
loses his strength, but he gains knowledge. Shamhat subsequently
takes Enkidu to the city to meet Gilgamesh.

There are certain parallels in this story with the opening chapters of
Genesis and the fall in the Garden of Eden.

Gilgamesh Epic Bible
Anu, the sky god, creates The Lord God creates Adam
Enkidu, the wild man of the and places him into a garden
forest

Enkidu is naked in the forest Adam and Eve are both naked
in the garden

Enkidu is tempted by Shamhat, | Adam is given the forbidden
the temple prostitute fruit by the woman
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Enkidu falls to Shamhat’s Adam eats the fruit given to
charms, loses his strength but | him by Eve, his eyes are
gains knowledge opened with the knowledge

that they are naked and he is
removed from the garden

While there are parallels between the two accounts, there are also
some obvious differences. The Gilgamesh Epic is not giving us an
account of the creation of the human race, but only of a particular
individual. Neither does the temptation and fall affect other members
of mankind.

The Prophecy of the Seed.

The first prophecy of a coming Messiah was not made to either the
man or the woman, but to the serpent.

“And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall
bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on
the heel.”” (Genesis 3:15).

This verse provides the theme of the rest of Genesis. This will be a
book about two seeds:

‘ Seed of the Serpent ‘ ‘ Seed of the Woman ‘

Even though Cain was descended from Eve, he eventually follows the
way of the Serpent in rebellion against God. While he is the physical
descendant of Adam and Eve, he shows by his actions that he is really
the spiritual descendant of the Serpent. Like the Serpent, he rebels
against God. And like the Serpent, he is cursed for his rebellion. The
story continues as we are given two separate genealogies representing
each of these two seeds.

Lamech is the culmination of the Seed of the Serpent through Cain.
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He takes Cain’s sin and compounds it, threatening to do seven times
the damage that Cain had done. In contrast, Enoch walks with God
and Noah obeys the Lord in the building of an ark. But after Noah,
there is again a departure of a seed to follow after the Seed of the
Serpent.

| Seed of the Serpent | ‘ Seed of the Woman ‘

Abel & Seth

K/’/

(Ccanaan]) ~ (Abraham ]

Ishmael Isaac

Ham sins and shows by his sin that he is of the Seed of the Serpent.
His son Canaan is cursed and continues to be a curse to the Israelites.
The pattern continues as Ishmael is cast out while Isaac shows
himself to be the son of faith. And again when Esau despises the
promises of God, it is to Jacob that the promise is given.

Moses writes the book of Genesis to the Israelites in the wilderness.
It is much more than a mere history book. It is a call to be a seed and
a generation and a people. The question before the Israelites in the
wilderness is which seed they will be a part of - the seed of the
serpent or the seed of the woman?

Genesis will be a book about a line of children. Thus, a key word in
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Genesis will be “generations.”

» The Hebrew word for “generations” is toledoth.
» It is taken from the root word yalad, ““to give birth.”

Each new generation will determine which seed it is. Will it continue
in the covenant relation to God and show itself to be a part of the
promised seed? Or will it turn from God to join and be a part of the
seed of the serpent?
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THE FLOOD

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day
all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the
floodgates of the sky were opened. (Genesis 7:11).

Genesis presents itself as a historical book. Absent is the “once upon atime”
formula of fairytales. Instead we are given the language of precise historical
records.

GENEALOGIES AND KING LISTS

Even a cursory look at the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 indicate a great
difference in the average life span of mankind before the Flood to what it is
today.

YEAR | AGEAT | AGEAT | YEAR MEANING
PATRIARCH | ooty | orson | | beatr | nawe
Adam 1 130 930 930 Man
Seth 130 105 912 1042 | Appointed
Enosh 235 90 905 1140 | Sickly
Kenan 325 70 910 1235 [ Smith
Mahalaleel 395 65 895 1290 | Praise of
God
Jared 460 162 962 1422 | Descent
Enoch 622 65 365 (987) | Dedication
Methuselah 687 187 969 1656 | Man of the
Javelin
Lamech 874 182 777 1651 | Conqueror
Noah 1056 500 950 2006 | Rest
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Noah is said to have lived to be a total of 950 years old. A notable and
dramatic change takes place after Noah. Was this one of the judgments of
God upon the post-diluvian world? Was it the result of different ecological
conditions? We do not know. The Bible does not tell us.

It is perhaps significant that the oldest names from the Sumerian King lists
also reflect very lengthy ages among those kings (some of the kings were said
to have lived for over 20,000 years).

The meaning of the name “Methuselah” has been the subject of some
disagreement among scholars.

. Methi is the word “when.”
. Selah can have one of two meanings:

1) A weapon (Javelin).
2 To send.

Thus, the name can either mean, “When the weapon is used” or else it can
mean, “When he sends.” Still another possibility is that there is a double
meaning to the name.

Notice that, if we read this as a strict chronology, the Flood came the same

year that Methuselah died. Perhaps his name was a prophecy, that his death
would send the avenging weapon of the Lord upon the earth.

EARLIEST CIVILIZATION

Genesis 4 gives us a brief glimpse into the society and culture of mankind
before the Flood.

1. Cities (Genesis 4:17).
And Cain had relations with his wife and she
conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and he built a
city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the
name of his son. (Genesis 4:17).

After the murder of his brother, Cain was banished from society; so
he went out and formed a new society with a city of his own. This
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city and other cities of the antediluvian world are unknown to
archaeology.

One of the earliest cities found by archaeologists to date is Jericho.
Its ruins have been estimated at 7000 B.C. in the pre-pottery era. This
early city consisted of a single wall, a tower and several round huts.
There does not seem to have been a written language at that early
date. Later settlers at this site were not more advanced. Indeed, they
were less advanced, except that they used pottery.

Polygamy (Genesis 4:19).

And Lamech took to himself two wives: the
name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other,
Zillah. (Genesis 4:19).

Although polygamy had not been expressly forbidden, it was
evidently contrary to the divine design. God did not create Adam,
Eve, and Hilda. The creation pattern was one man and one woman.
The Mosaic Law would prohibit kings of Israel from multiplying
wives (Deuteronomy 17:17).

Nomadic herdsmen (Genesis 4:20).

And Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the
father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.
(Genesis 4:20).

Tent-dwellers represented an advancement to stationary living. They
were the equivalent of the travel-trailer. They were able to pull up
stakes and travel to greener pastures.

Musical instruments (Genesis 4:21).

And his brother’s name was Jubal; he was the
father of all those who play the lyre and pipe.
(Genesis 4:21).

Does this mean that the lyre and the pipe were invented by Jubal?
Not necessarily. But it does mean that Jubal was the world’s first
musician and all who came after him were in that sense following in
his footsteps.
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5. Bronze and iron (Genesis 4:22).

As for Zillah, she also gave birth to Tubal-
cain, the forger of all implements of bronze and iron.
(Genesis 4:22a).

Bronze is an alloy of copper mixed with about 10% tin which
increases its strength (the greater the ratio of tin, the lower the
melting point). Examples of copper implements date back as early as
6000 B.C. while bronze artifacts have been dated at 3700 B.C.

Iron, on the other hand, is a more recent discovery. Iron beads have
been found in Egyptian jewelry as early as 3400 B.C. and iron is
thought by many to have been used even earlier. But it was not until
1400 that the Hittites developed a closely guarded monopoly of
smelting the iron ore which they mined from the mountains of eastern
Anatolia. The Iron Age would not begin until 1200 B.C.

THE ARK

“Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall
make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out
with pitch.

“And this is how you shall make it: the length of the
ark three hundred cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height
thirty cubits.

“You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to
a cubit from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of
it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.”
(Genesis 6:14-16).

There have been a number of reports in the last hundred years of people
claiming to have seen the Ark on Mount Ararat. Unfortunately, not a single
one has been substantiated with clear photographs and some of these claims
are contradictory as to the Ark’s location.

1. The Word “Ark.”

This is different from “aron, which

] is used to describe the ark of the
The Hebrew word is Tebah. | covenant.

This same word is used in
Exodus 2:3-5 to refer to the
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ark that the mother of Moses used to hide her child. Tebah is thought
to be an Egyptian loan-word to describe a box.

The Size of the Ark.

The dimensions of the ark are given in cubits. A cubit was the
distance from a man's elbow to the tip of his fingers - generally about
18 inches. There was also a royal cubit which was a few inches
longer (kings suffered from the same malady known to Texans - they
liked to be thought of as bigger than everyone else).

Assuming the standard cubit, we are left with the following
dimensions:

|| Cubits Feet
Length 300 450
Width 50 75
Height 30 45

It has often been noted that these are the dimensions of an ocean-
going barge.

The Building Materials.

The ark was to be made of “gopher” wood. The translators were not
sure how to render the Hebrew text, so they simply gave us a
transliteration. It is the Hebrew word gopher and has nothing to do
with furry little creatures. To make matters worse, this word is a
hapax legomena, meaning that it is not used elsewhere in the Bible.
This makes it difficult to determine what type of wood it is.

It has been suggested that the Hebrew gopher is a textual error which
should read kopher (meaning, “to cover”), but there is no textual
evidence for this. It is more likely that this is either an Akkadian or
a Sumerian loan word, a term that was borrowed from a different
language group.

Noah was also told to “cover it inside and outside with pitch” (6:14).
This literally reads “cover it within and without in covering.” As
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noted above, the word for “cover” is kaphar. It is the same word
which describes the act of atonement. Indeed, we still use the same
word today when we speak of the Jewish Festival of Yom Kippur.

THE NATURE OF THE FLOOD

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day
all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the
floodgates of the sky were opened. (Genesis 7:11).

It is evident from the chronological formula given that we are meant to
understand this as an actual historical event. But what is the nature of this
event?

The phrase that NAS has translated “floodgates of the sky”(Aruboth
haShama'im) is more properly “windows of heaven.” This exact same term
is found in Malachi 3:10 where the Lord is pictured as opening the windows
of heaven to pour out blessings on His people (this kind of usage is also seen
in 2 Kings 7:2,19). The idea of the windows from above being opened in
order to bring destruction is pictured in Isaiah 24:18.

Then it will be that he who flees the report of disaster
will fall into the pit, and he who climbs out of the pit will be
caught in the snare; for the windows above are opened, and
the foundations of the earth shake. (Isaiah 24:18).

In the same way, “all the fountains of the great deep” has its parallels such as
Deuteronomy 4:18 where we read of fish that are “in the water below the
earth.” Thus, the picture is that of the sky and the ocean loosening their
bonds so that their waters fall upon the land.

Was this aworld-wide flood or was it merely limited to the geographical area
of Mesopotamia?

1. Arguments for a Universal Flood.
a. The depth of the flood.

Genesis 7:19-20 says that all the high mountains which were
under all the heavens were covered by the waters of the flood.
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The peak of Mount Ararat extends to an elevation of around
17,000 feet. If only this one single peak was covered, then
most of the world would also be covered.

b. The duration of the flood.

The flood is said to have lasted 371 days, a little over a year.
Local floods do not last this long.

C. The need for the ark.

If the flood was to be merely confined to a certain isolated
area, it would not have necessitated Noah spending all that
time and effort in building the ark. He could have moved to
high ground.

d. The testimony of the Apostle Peter.

...the world at that time was destroyed,
being flooded with water.

But the present heavens and earth by
His word are being reserved for fire, kept for
the day of judgment and destruction of
ungodly men. (2 Peter 3:6-7).

Peter’s words imply a total destruction of the entire world
both in Noah’s day and in the future parallel.

2. Arguments for a Local Flood.
a. HaAretz is “the land.”

The Hebrew word which is translated “the world” throughout
the flood narrative can be translated “the land.”

“The LAND of Nod”” (Genesis 4:16).

“In the LAND of Shinar”” (Genesis 10:10).

“Out of that LAND went forth Asshur (Genesis
10:11).

“Go forth from your COUNTRY, and from your
relatives and from your father’s house, to the LAND
which I will show you...” (Genesis 12:1).
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“And in you all the families of the EARTH shall be
blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

Each of these instances uses the same basic word. It can refer
to the entire world, or it can merely refer to a certain area of
land.

By the same token, when the Bible says that the world was
covered by water, we need not take this to refer to the entire
planet earth. It could merely be a reference to that land area.

Universalist terms And all flesh that moved on
can be used in a | the earth perished, birds and cattle
limited sense. and beasts and every swarming

thing that swarms upon the earth;
The Scriptures | and all mankind; 22 of all that was
sometimes use | on the dry land, all in whose nostrils
terms like “all” | was the breath of the spirit of life,
and “every” in a | died. (Genesis 7:21-22).

way which is
understood to be a
limited sense. We need not go very far to prove this point.
Note the following verses:

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because
she was the mother of ALL the living (Genesis
3:20).

Was Eve the mother of all life? Or merely the mother of all
human life? If we are to understand her to be the mother only
of human life, then we must agree that this universal term is
used in a limited sense.

"Of EVERY living thing of ALL flesh, you shall bring
two of every kind into the ark..." (Genesis 6:19).

Most people who advocate a universal flood do not take this
command to refer to ocean animals (no goldfish bowls on the
ark). Thus even the universalist understands that there are
times when universal language is used in a limited sense.
Therefore when we read of every living thing being destroyed
in the flood, we can understand it to refer to the living land
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animals in that particular area, not necessarily to a flood
which covered the entire planet.

C. Where did the water go?

Mount Everest rises more than five miles above sea level.
There are many other mountains in the world which are over
the three mile height.

For flood waters to completely cover the earth would mandate
that either the mountains were not there (thus they would have
to be very recent in origin) or else that water came from some
supernatural source and then went away again. Another
possibility would be that the ocean beds somehow sank to
collect the excess water.

It is interesting to note that sediment deposits have been found
underneath the Sumerian ruins at Ur, at Fara and at Kish, lending
some credence to the theory of a local flood.

A more recent theory has been suggested linking the rising of the
Black Sea with the flood stories of antiquity. Mcintosh makes this
connection:

One recent theory moves the Flood away from
Mesopotamia to the Black Sea. Here underwater
reconnaissance has revealed that the Mediterranean
and the Black Sea were once separated by a narrow
land bridge between Asia and Europe. Rising sea
levels in the Mediterranean cause this to be breached
around 5500 B.C., pouring water into the much lower
basin of the Black Sea and drowning a huge area of
land around the Black Sea shores, with catastrophic
effects (2005:307).

3. Summary.

UNIVERSAL FLOOD LOCAL FLOOD

The Biblical account says that | The word aretz is often used
the waters covered the whole to describe a local area.
earth.

35



The Flood

The Biblical language goes The account is given from the
out of its way to use language | viewpoint of the narrator is
of totality. from his perspective the

destruction is total.

The size of the ark indicates The size of the ark is not

that this was no local flood. related to the extent of the

A vessel of this size would flood. The building of the ark
not have been needed to was a matter of faith, not of
escape a local flood. pragmatism.

The purpose of the ark was God could have made certain
punishment of world-wide all flesh was destroyed

sin. In a local flood some without flooding the entire
could have escaped. globe.

There are world-wide traces The evidence is scattered and
of a flood to be found in sometimes seemingly

ocean fossils on inconsistent.

mountaintops.

The promise of no future The promise is for no flood to
floods (Gen. 9:15) is not true | “destroy all flesh.”
if this is only a local flood.

PAGAN FLOOD MYTHOLOGY

A number of “Flood Traditions” have come down to us from a number of
ancient cultures. The most popular of these is the one found in the
Gilgamesh Epic.

The Epic of Gilgamesh is a long Akkadian poem on the theme of human
beings’ futile quest for immortality. A number of earlier Sumerian stories
about Gilgamesh, the quasi-historical hero of the epic, were used as sources,
but the Akkadian work was composed about 2000 BC. It exists in several
different rescissions, none of them complete.

In the story, Gilgamesh and his friend Enkidu seek immortality through fame,
but when Enkidu dies, Gilgamesh finds that fame to be hollow.

Unable to accept the finality of death, he goes o mepposn thesul o
to Utnapishtim, the Babylonian counterpart of
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the biblical Noah, to learn the secret of his immortality.

This interview takes place on the 5th of seven tablets. Utnapishtim tells the
story of how he was spared the destruction of the great flood through the
building of a giant square barge.

e The boat consisted of seven decks and was overlaid with pitch.
* It took only seven days to build it.

e Utnapishtim saved his family and relatives along with animals and
craftsmen.

e The flood began when *“the gods of the abyss rose up; Nergal pulled
out the dams of the nether waters, Ninutra the war-lord threw down
the dykes, and the seven judges of hell, the Annunaki, raised their
torches, lighting the land with their livid flame.”

*  The storm lasted for 6 days and nights after which “the surface of the
sea stretched as flat as a roof-top.”

*  The boat landed atop the mountain of Nisir. After seven days on the
mountain, Utnapishtim released a dove, then a swallow, and finally
a raven before leaving the boat and making a sacrifice to the gods.

Utnapishtim goes on to explain that he received eternal life due to the unique
circumstances of the flood, but he consoles the dejected Gilgamesh with news
about a plant of life. A snake swallows the plant before Gilgamesh can use
it, however, and he finally returns home, reluctantly accepting death without
future resurrection as inevitable.

What are we to make of the fact that a document predating the book of
Genesis by hundreds of years also contains a story of the flood with many of
the same aspects of the Biblical account? Some have argued that this is proof
that the Biblical narratives were adopted from pagan myths and have no
bearing on the truth. I believe that it demonstrates just the opposite. It isan
independent testimony to the truth of the actual events.
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“Where is the man who can clamber to heaven?
Only the gods live forever with glorious Shamash, but as
for men, our days are numbered, our occupations are a
breath of wind.” (Gilgamesh Epic, Tablet 2).

“Thus it was that the gods took me and placed me
here to live in the distance, at the mouth of the rivers.”
(Gilgamesh Epic, Tablet 5).

The greatest mountain region in the world stretched in a long line from the
Pyrenees on the edge of the Atlantic through the Alps, the Balkans, the
Anatolian Highlands, the Zagros and the Himalayas. To the south of this
great mountain chain runs a series of dry lands and deserts.

This desert system is interrupted by a narrow crescent-shaped oasis created
by three major
rivers and several
minor ones. The
three major rivers
are the Nile, the
Tigris and the
Euphrates. It is
these last two
rivers which will
concern us in this
chapter, for they
run parallel to
each other,
emptying out into
the warm waters
of the Persian
Gulf.

} ARABIAN
&L DESERT

The land between
these two rivers
was known to the Jews as Aram Naharaim, meaning “Aram of the two
rivers.” The Greeks knew it as Mesopotamia, the “land between the rivers.”
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF MESOPOTAMIA

1.

The River Valley Concept.

It is a fact of history that people tend to settle along rivers and
waterways. The relatively fertile land which was produced by the
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers attracted settlers to this area. They
learned to irrigate the lands around these two rivers and a whole
system of canals and waterways began to be constructed. Thousands
of years later, the Psalmist would sing of the “Rivers of Babylon.”

The Euphrates and Tigris, along with their tributaries, carry a great
deal of sediment down along their courses. This sediment is
deposited in the southern areas of the valley, bringing a higher
fertility to the soil.

The Isolation Concept.

The Mesopotamian Valley is hemmed in on the east by the Zagros
Mountains of Iran and on the west by the vast Arabian Desert. To the
north, the valley opens up into the wide Syrian plains. It is from this
quarter that most of the outside invaders have come.

This easy access into the Mesopotamian Valley had a very striking
effect upon the attitudes, the culture, and the outlook of the
inhabitants. They learned early on that their very existence was a
struggle.

The Climate Concept.

The climate of Mesopotamia is haphazard. Summer temperatures
range from 110 to 130 degrees Fahrenheit. Eight months out of the
year are dry and the Tigris and Euphrates turn to muddy eddies of
sluggish brown. The winter is the rainy season. In the spring,
melting snows from the Taurus and Zagros Mountains add their
waters so that the Tigris and Euphrates flood, often in a destructive
manner.

In Northern Mesopotamia, the channels of the rivers have cut deep
into the limestone riverbeds and the course of the rivers has remained
unchanged throughout antiquity. On the other hand, the riverbeds of
Southern Mesopotamia have laid down thousands of years of
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sediment. These soft riverbanks are often overrun in times of
flooding, changing the entire course of the rivers.

The irregular flooding of the Mesopotamian Rivers can be seen in
contrast to the Nile River which had a system of regular flooding.
The people looked at the Nile as a benevolent river. As a result of
this outlook, the gods of the Egyptians were seen as benevolent. On
the other hand, the gods of Mesopotamia were untrustworthy and to
be feared.

CONTRAST BETWEEN EGYPT VERSUS THE
LAND OF MESOPOTAMIA

Mesopotamia Egypt

More of an ethical outlook on life
with a focus on the spirit of the
law.

Legalistic in their religious
outlook, looking more to the letter
of the law.

Demonstrates a cheerful
resignation to the problems of life.

Art and literature reflects a
gloomy, pessimistic outlook on
life.

The Nile flooded on a regular
cycle and the Egyptians came to
expect and depend upon its
flooding. They eventually began
to worship the Nile.

Euphrates and Tigris flooded
unexpectedly and often killed
those who were caught. These
rivers came to be feared.

Surrounded by hostile forces on all
sides. People lived in constant
fear of invasion.

Egypt has natural boundaries in
the sea and the desert which
usually kept out invaders.

Lived from day to day always in
fear of invasion and death.

Looked forward to immortality
and a life after death.

Selfish and practical.

Giving and idealistic.

Both of these cultures progressed in ethical theory and social justice (systems
of morality) to the extent that they codified laws. At the same time, both
became involved in the evils of polytheism, slavery, imperialism, oppressive
kings and greedy priests.
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EARLY MESOPOTAMIAN HISTORY

1. The Pre-literary Period.

The earliest sources of information of human habitation come to us
from the study of tools and pottery. It can be difficult to establish
dates exclusively by these means since later cultures might exhibit
primitive styles due to lack of proper materials in times of war,
flooding, or other catastrophes.

2. Proto-Literary Period.

Our earliest samples of writing begin around 3500 B.C. This writing
is found in the form of round cylinders which were impressed with a
message and then baked. There are two main uses:

a. Religious and cultic uses.
b. Cooking recipes.

This tells us something about the people of the ancient world. They
are essentially like us. Even though the product of differing cultures
and times, they have the same basic needs and desires. And that is
why the gospel of Jesus Christ is relevant to people in all cultures.

The earliest writing was in the form of pictographs where a single
picture would represent a single object. These developed into
ideographs and from there to a system of wedge-shaped characters
made on soft tablets of clay with a triangular stick or cunios. This
writing became known as cuneiform.

3. Early People Groups.

There were four major people groups which settled in and around the
Mesopotamian Valley.

a. Sumerians.
They were a Hamitic race who tended to be dark-skinned, but
not Negroid. They settled in the southern end of the valley.

It was the Sumerians who demonstrated the first cultural
achievements.
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Akkadians.

This was a Semitic group who were concentrated in the north
end of the valley.

The Medes.

An Indo-European tribe which settled in the Zagros
Mountains to the northeast of Mesopotamia.

The Elamites.

The Elamites called themselves
Haltamti. They were a Semitic group
which settled south of the Medes and
to the southwest of the Mesopotamian

The word Elam
means “highlands.”

Valley, though the language they spoke was not Semitic.
They were strongly influenced by Sumerian culture and were
originally under Sumerian dominance. But they later became
independent and formed their own kingdom, establishing their
capital at Susa.

These people groups were not unified at this early date. They
consisted of anumber of independent city-states. Each city-state held
domain over its small area.

The Early Dynastic Period.

From 3000 B.C. to about 2300 B.C. various city-states gained
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supremacy over their neighbors, establishing short periods of
suzerainty.

* Kish - located in central Mesopotamia near Babylon.
* Erech - Neighbor to Ur.

* Ur - City from which Abraham came.

» Lagesh - 35 miles northeast of Erech.

It was during this period that Gilgamesh became king of Erech (2650
B.C.). Myths and legends grew of his exploits. The “Gilgamesh
Epic” recounts his quest for immortality and his conflicts with
monsters and enemies along the way.

This was the “golden age” of Sumerian civilization. Its works of art
were unparalleled in later ages. Woolley has this to say about this
period:

“So far as we know, the fourth millennium
before Christ saw Sumerian art at its zenith. By the
First Dynasty of Ur, if there is any change, it is in the
nature of a decadence, and from later ages we have
nothing to parallel the treasures of the prehistoric
tombs.” (1965:44).

As there were advances in the arts, so there were also advances in the
modes of war. Infantry tactics developed which involved phalanxes
of soldiers carrying short spears and supported by lightly armed
skirmishers.

Sargon the Great (Died 2330 B.C.).

A text written in the 7th century B.C. describes Sargon’s birth and
early life in terms very similar to that of Moses:

Sargon, the mighty king, king of Agade, am I.

My mother was a changeling, my father knew me not.

The brothers of my father loved the hills.

My city is Azupiranu, which is situated on the banks of the
Euphrates.

My changeling mother conceived me, in secret she bore me.
She set me in a blanket of rushes, with bitumen she sealed my
lid.

She cast me into the river which rose up over me.
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The river bore me up and carried me to Akki, the drawer of
water.
Akki, the drawer of water lifted me out as he dipped his
water.
AkKki, the drawer of water, took me as his son and reared me.

According to the legend, his mother placed him in a pitch-covered
basket in the Euphrates River. By chance a farmer drawing water to
irrigate his field found the basket and raised the child as his own.

Sargon went on to become the cup bearer
to the king of Kish and eventually
overthrew the king and placed himself on
the throne, taking for himself the name
“Sargon.”

» Sar is Akkadian for “prince.”
You will remember that
Abraham’s wife was named
“Sarah” and that this means
“princess.”

* Gon is the Akkadian word for
“bastard.”
As in the Greek, so also in
Akkadian, the “a” prefix negates

the implication of the word. Sargon the Great of Akkad

Sargon means “legitimate prince.” Why did he call himself this?
Perhaps it is because he wasn’t. He was evidently a usurper who had
taken the throne by force.

Over the next few years, Sargon conquered all of the cities of
Mesopotamia marching southward to “wash his weapons in the
Lower Sea” and then turning westward to the Mediterranean and
capturing the silver mines of Tarsus and sending ships to Cyprus and
Crete.

His empire continued to be ruled by his son and his grandson, but
eventually fell prey to a group of invaders known as the Gutti who
held sway over Mesopotamia from 2220 to 2120 B.C. This marked
the Dark Ages of Mesopotamia and came to an end with the rise of
the city of Ur.
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The Third Dynasty of Ur.

This was to be the last Sumerian dynasty to rule in Mesopotamia. It
would rule from 2100 to 2000 B.C. Under these kings, Sumer was
restored to much of her former glory. All branches of the arts saw a
period of renaissance as economic prosperity became the order of the
day.

a. The Ziggurat.

The Ziggurat of Ur was a
giant, semi-pyramidal
structure of brick /
covering an area of 200
by 140 feet. It was
composed of three
terraced stages and crowned by a small shrine towering 90
feet above the city.

Although it looked something like the pyramids of Egypt, the
purpose of the ziggurat was widely different. The pyramid
was a dark, musty tomb for a dead pharaoh. The ziggurat was
a sunbathed ladder to the gods, connecting heaven and earth.

This seems to have been what was in view in the Biblical
account of the building of the Tower of Babel. Ziggurats
were not unique to Ur. They were found throughout
Mesopotamia. The original seems to have been the one
described in the pages of the Bible.

Now the whole earth used the same
language and the same words.

And it came about as they journeyed
east, that they found a plain in the land of
Shinar and settled there.

And they said to one another, “Come,
let us make bricks and burn them
thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone,
and they used tar for mortar.

And they said, “Come, let us build for
ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will
reach into heaven, and let us make for
ourselves a name; lest we be scattered abroad
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over the face of the whole earth.” (Genesis
11:1-4).

The phrase whose top will reach into heaven can be
translated, “its top unto the heavens” and have the sense, not
of a means to get into the sky, but a temple which would align
itself to the worship of celestial bodies. More than a mere
astronomical observatory, it was a statement about man
dealing with the heavens on his own terms.

The ziggurat was a man-made mountain in a land where the
mountain was to their religion what the cross was to
Christianity and what the west was to Egypt. It was a holy
place; a place of worship.

The Law-code of Ur.

Ur developed a law code with four essential ingredients which
would later carry over into the famous Code of Hammurabi.

1) Lex Talionis: This was the law of retaliation in kind.
It was the idea expressed in the phrase, “An eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth.”

@) Semi-private administration of justice: It was the job
of the victim and his family and friends to bring the
offender to justice. The court served only as a referee
in the disputes. There was no police system to
maintain public safety or security.

(€)) Inequality before the law: The law code divided
people into three distinct classes.

* Aristocrats
 Commoners
* Slaves

Penalties were graded according to the rank of both
the victim and the offender. The killing of an
aristocrat was considered amuch more serious offense
than the killing of a slave. Moreover, an aristocrat
was punished more severely than a man of inferior
caste would be for the same crime.
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4) Distinction between accidental and intentional
homicide: In the case of an accidental death, the
offender had to pay a penalty to the family of the
victim,

The Fall of Ur.

Near the close of the 21st century, a people known as the
Amurru (Biblical Amorites) began to move into Mesopotamia
from the northwest, conquering the cities of Babylon, Isin and
Larsa. The armies of Sumer managed to hold them off for a
time, but then the Elamite provinces in the east declared their
independence.

Many of the
provincial
governors took
this opportunity
to revolt. Thus
weakened, Ur
fell to the
assault of Elam
and her king

carried off into
captivity.

Routes of invasion for the Amorites and Elamites

With the destruction of Ur, the dominance of the Sumerian
people came to a close. But their culture lived on as it was
adopted by the Assyrians in the north and the Amorites in the
south. These and succeeding kingdoms adopted the Sumerian
pantheon as well as their cuneiform methods of writing,
adapting it to their own languages.

Sir Leonard Woolley (1880-1960).

Nearly everything that we know of Ur was discovered by Sir Leonard
Woolley during his twelve year excavation of the site. He began
excavating in 1922,

A few nights after Woolley set up camp, a group of six armed Arabs
robbed the camp, killing one of Woolley’s guards in the process.
When the murder threatened to start a blood feud, the thieves turned
against themselves. Woolley’s possessions were returned, and the
thieves were put in jail for two years, after which Woolley hired them
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as workers. Woolley’s finds included:

The ziggurat of Ur, the largest of all of the ziggurats of
Mesopotamia.

The Royal Cemetery. This was filled with gold artifacts and
valuable jewelry, including rare blue gems. This was dated at
3400 B.C.

Flood strata: Below the Royal Cemetery, Woolley
discovered vast quantities of silt — evidence, he believed, of
a great flood. He felt this was the flood from the days of
Noah, albeit a local flood.

“The total destruction of the human
race is of course not involved, nor is even the
total destruction of the inhabitants of the delta
- thus some at least of the antediluvian cities
survive into historic times - but enough
damage could be done to make a landmark in
history and to define an epoch.”” (1965:32).

Sumerian king lists containing a total of 29 dynasties. The
first 10 of these dynasties were reputedly prior to the flood
and over a period of up to 456,000 years. Because some of
these dynasties were prior to the flood, Woolley reasoned that
the Sumerian civilization predated that disaster.
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“The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran.” (St.
Stephen; Acts 7:2).

The first 11 chapters of Genesis are global in nature. Though we read of
individuals like Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, and Noah, their actions and
their narratives had global consequences which affected all of mankind.
When we come to Genesis 12, there is a change. Though the person of
Abraham will ultimately affect all of mankind, it is not immediately apparent
as he is viewed within his circumstances. Because of this, the remaining
chapters of Genesis are more personal in nature. Our perspective is not upon
the ancient world, but upon one small family. At the same time, itisonly as
we widen our perspective to see the world in which they lived that we will
come to have a greater appreciation of how God has moved in history to use
this one family as a fulcrum on which to move the world.

DATING THE PATRIARCHS

It is possible to determine the approximate date of Abraham’s birth by
examining certain chronological statements presented in the Scriptures.

1. From Solomon to the Exodus.

Now it came about in the four hundred and
eightieth year after the sons of Israel came out of the
land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign
over Israel, in the month of Ziv which is the second
month, that he began to build the house of the Lord.
(1 Kings 6:1).

We are told here that from the exodus to the beginning of the
construction of Solomon’s Temple was a period of 480 years.

Exodus 480 Years Solomon’s
from Egypt < = Temple
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With the help of archaeology and corresponding astronomical
records, scholars have placed the building of Solomon’s Temple at
about 966 B.C. This would give us a date of 1446 B.C. for the
Exodus.

However, there are So_me Judges 11:26 mentions 300 years from the
textual problems of which | time that Israel had entered the land to the

days of Jephthah.
we should be aware. The Acts 13:20 speaks of 450 years from the

Se_ptuagint trans'_ation of | entrance into Egypt to the final conquest of
this passage lists the | Canaan.

length of time as 440
years between the exodus
and the building of the Temple (LXX - 3 Kings 5:17; in our English
Bible thisis 1 Kings 6:1). This would place the Exodus at 1406 B.C.

The Length of the Sojourn in Egypt.

The prophecy given to Abraham in Genesis 15:13 states that the
Israelites would be enslaved and oppressed in Egypt for 400 years.
This is repeated in Acts 7:6.

Exodus 12:40 specifically says that the time that the sons of Israel
lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. Galatians 3:17
repeats this period as Paul speaks of the time between the ratification
of God’s covenant and the giving of the Law.

»  The additional 30 years could be the time that the Israelites
were in Egypt before the beginning of any oppression.

* It could be that we are meant to understand the first number
as being rounded off. For example, | am not considered
incorrect if | say that it has been 500 years since Columbus
discovered America, even though the number is slightly

higher.
Masorite Text
Entrance 430 Years Exodus
into Egypt < = from Egypt

Once again, there is a divergent reading in the Greek Septuagint. The
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Greek translation reads, ““And the sojourning of the children of Israel
while they sojourned in the land of Egypt AND THE LAND OF
CANAAN was four hundred and thirty years’ (Exodus 12:40, LXX).

Septuagint Text

Entrance
into Canaan

430 Years Exodus
= from Egypt

The Septuagint reading makes for a much shorter period in Egypt
while compressing both the period of the Patriarchs in Canaan as well
as the sojourn in Egypt into a period of 40 years.

Josephus follows the Septuagint reading in his chronology of Jewish

history.

They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on the
fifteenth day of the lunar month; four hundred and
thirty years after our forefather Abraham came into
Canaan, but two hundred and fifteen years only after
Jacob removed into Egypt. (Antiquities 2:15:2).

Both the prophecy of
Abraham (Genesis
15:13) as well as the
words of Stephen (Acts
7:6) support the
Masorite reading. In
addition to these, there
is also the statement of
Paul in Galatians 3:17.

The Masoretic Text is that group of Old
Testament texts which were passed down
through the ministry of the Masorets, a
group of Jewish scribes. This has been
the traditionally accepted text of the
Scriptures. The Dead Sea Scrolls
suggest that there may have been an
early alternate reading to some of these
passages.

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham
and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as
referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your
seed,” that is, Christ.

What | am saying is this: the Law, which
came four hundred and thirty years later, does not
invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so
as to nullify the promise. (Galatians 3:16-17).
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At first glance, Paul seems to be saying that the period between the
giving of the promise to Abraham and the exodus from Egypt was
430 years.

However, we need not read this into his testimony. He is speaking of
the ratification of the covenant. When was the covenant ratified?

Was it when Abraham first entered the land in Genesis 12?
Was it when the promises were given and the animals cut in two
in Genesis 15?

Was it when the seal of circumcision was given in Genesis 17?
Was it when the Lord appeared to Isaac and confirmed him as the
heir of the promise in Genesis 26?

Was it when Jacob saw the vision of the ladder reaching up to
heaven and was given the promise for him and his descendants in
Genesis 28?

Was it when Jacob passed on the promises of God to his
descendants in Genesis 49?

There is a sense in which each of these instances was a ratification of
the covenant. And there is also a final instance recorded in Genesis
when Joseph passed on the promises of God to the next generation
(Genesis 50).

The Talmud lists a total of seventeen cycles of the Year of Jubilee
from the entrance of the Israelites into the land under Joshua until in
Jubilee that took place 14 years after the destruction of Jerusalem that
took place at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar (Arakin 12b). That helps
to place the date of the Exodus to around 1446-1445 B.C.

The Days of the Patriarch.

The following passages assist us in developing a chronology of the
period from Egypt to the Patriarchs.

*  Presuming a 1446 date for the exodus and adding 430 years,
this would place the entrance into Egypt at 1876 B.C.

e Jacob was 130 years old when his family entered Egypt

(Genesis 47:9). This would make the date of his birth 2006
B.C.
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* lIsaac was 60 years old when Jacob and Esau were born
(Genesis 25:26). This would make the date of Isaac’s birth
2066 B.C.

*  Abraham was 100 years old at the birth of Isaac (Genesis
21:5). This would put Abraham’s birth at around 2166 B.C.

2166 B.C. -  Birth of Abraham

2091 B.C. - Abraham leaves Haran to enter Canaan
2066 B.C. -  Birth of Isaac.

2006 B.C. -  Birth of Jacob and Esau

1876 B.C. -  lIsrael enters Egypt

1446 B.C. -  The Exodus from Egypt

We are not told how old Abraham was when he and his family left Ur
of the Chaldees, but in Genesis 12:4 we find that he was 75 years old
when he departed from Haran to enter Canaan. This would have
taken place in 2091 B.C. - in the days of the Third Dynasty of Ur.

UR OF THE CHALDEES

Now these are the records of the generations of Terah.
Terah became the father of Abraham, Nahor and Haran; and
Haran became the father of Lot.

And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the
land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans. (Genesis 11:27-28).

Sir Leonard Woolley spent from 1922 to 1934 excavating the city of Ur. He
found an ancient metropolis numbering 34,000 people in the inner district
and as many as a quarter of a million in the outlying districts.

1.

The Political Situation in the Days of Abraham.

The Guti were ruling over Mesopotamia when Abram was born in
2166 B.C. This was the darkest era of history for Sumer. It was
during his lifetime that the Sumerians and the Akkadians sought to
throw off the yoke of their Gutian oppressors. It is even possible that
Abram fought in the Sumerian army against the Guti.
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The Third Dynasty of Ur.

Once again independent, Ur experienced a renaissance in art and
culture. It was in the midst of this great economic prosperity that the
Lord came to Abram and commanded him to leave his home in Ur
and to travel to a faraway land.

Abram was not called out of a country that was on the verge of
destruction, but from one that was at its very peak of prosperity.

Social Conditions in Ur.

Ur contained a number of schools where students were taught
reading, writing and arithmetic. They learned to write in Sumerian
cuneiform, pressing their wedge-shaped markers into the lumps of
soft clay.

The religion of Ur involved the entire pantheon of Sumer. The city
itself was home to the patron god Nanna, the moon god. Abram and
his family originally participated in this pagan worship.

“From ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River,
namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of
Nahor, and they served other gods.” (Joshua 24:2b).

Even the name Abram reflects his pagan origins. It means “exalted
father,” or “father of high places.” It is possibly a reference to the
regular worship atop the Ziggurat of Ur.

How did Abram and his family move from polytheism to the worship
of the Lord? We do not know. At some time and in some way, the
Lord revealed Himself to Abram.

A Northern Location for Ur?

Several problems arise in the identification of Southern Ur as the city
of Abram'’s birthplace.

Southern Ur was not associated with the Chaldeans until the 10th

century B.C. It is possible that the mention of the Chaldeans in our
Genesis text is a scribal insertion to assist us in determining the
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location of Ur (it would be like speaking of the Ancient Mayans of

Mexico).

The Septuagint reading of Genesis 11:31 does not say that Abram

came from Ur.

Instead of ““they went out together from Ur of
the Chaldeans...”” the Greek translation reads
““led them out of the land of the Chaldeans...”

The Hebrew for
Chaldea is kasdim.

Furthermore, when Abraham was going to send for a wife for his son
Isaac, he gave his servant the following instructions:

“But you shall go to my county and to my relatives, and
take a wife for my son Isaac.” (Genesis 24:4).

The phrase translated
“my country” is the
same term that
elsewhere is translated
“my land.” This was
not just the people of
Abraham. This was
also his land. Where
did the servant go? He
went to Haran.

Hara

O Finds at Ugarit suggest that there was a city in Northern

Mesopotamia also known as Ur.

O This area of Northern Mesopotamia is where the original
Chaldeans are said to have come from.

O An examination of the Nuzi Tablets indicate that the
Patriarchs reflect more of northern Mesopotamian culture

than that of the Sumerians.

Both the southern and northern locations would qualify as “the land

beyond the River.”
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ABRAHAM

Abram, or as he is later called, Abraham, is seen in history as the father of
both the Jews and the Arab nations. Judaism, Christianity and Islam hold
him up as a spiritual leader.

1. The Family of Abram.

And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the
land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans.

And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves. The
name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's
wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milah
and Iscah. (Genesis 11:28-29).

The laws of incest in that day were not nearly so strict as they are
today. It was considered commonplace for an uncle to marry his
niece. The family tree of Abram looks like this.

| Terah l
[
|Hagar }TlAbram |T| Sarai |

I
| Ishmaell | Isaacl | Nahor|—| Milcah| | Iscahl | Lot |

Terah, the patriarch of the family, was involved in the initial move
from Ur. We have already mentioned that Abram was an idol -
worshiper before leaving Ur. There is no indication that Abram's
family ever stopped worshiping these pagan gods.

In the case of Laban, the nephew of Abram and the uncle of Jacob,
the most that we can say is that he considered Yahweh to be one of
many tribal gods. Only in Abram do we find a man who worshiped
Yahweh exclusively.

3. Haran.

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran,
his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's
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wife; and they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans in
order to enter the land of Canaan; and they went as far as
Haran, and settled there.

And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and
Terah died in Haran." (Genesis 11:31-32).

Haran was at the crossroads of the main highways from Mesopotamia
to the west. Indeed, the name Haran means “crossroads.” The city
sits at the crossroads of three different continents. It is a central hub
with spokes leading out to Europe, Asia and Africa. From Haran, a
traveler desiring to go down into Canaan can take two different roads.

a. The King’s Highway.

This road ran down through Damascus.
From there, its course ran along the
west bank of the Jordan River Valley,
past the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
and down into the Sinai Desert, which
it reached Ezion-geber on the Gulf of
Agaba.

b. The Way of the Philistines.

This route ran along the Mediterranean
Sea, past the Phoenician cities of Sidon
and Byblos, along the Plains of Sharon
and the cities of the Philistines, and
then into Egypt.

King's Highway

The central location of Haran made it a
major trading city. It was also a center of
worship of Nanna, the moon god which was also worshiped at Ur.

THE LAND OF CANAAN

And Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and
all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the
persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out
for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.
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(Genesis 12:5).

If Haran is the hub of the wheel, then Canaan is one of the major spokes of
that wheel. The land of Canaan acts as a narrow land-bridge between
Mesopotamia and the continent of Africa.

This is a relatively small area of land, no larger in area than Lake Erie or the
state of Maryland. The name Palestine takes its name from the ancient name
Peleset, meaning “land of the Philistines.”

1. The Topography of Canaan.

Canaan is one of the most diverse lands in the world. Within its small
area, one can find snow-capped mountains, fertile plains, steaming
deserts and even
forests. It is home
both to sparkling
waterways as well as
the most desolate
body of water in the
world. As one moves
from west to east,
there are four distinct
regions encountered.

a. The Coastal Plain.

>
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Mediterranean.
The Central Mountain Range.

A long ridge of mountains run parallel to the Coastal Plain from
the Mountains of Lebanon all the way down to the tip of the Sinai
Peninsula. The lowest point of this ridge is 1500 feet and many of
its segments rise to twice that height.

This Central Spine is a natural impediment to east-west travel. At
some places it consists of up to five parallel ridges, each separated
by deep valleys. This Mountain Range is broken only once by the
long Valley of Jezreel, also known by the more popular name of
Armageddon.

The Jordan River Valley.

This valley is a part of the Afro-Arabian Rift Valley, one of the
longest and the deepest fissures in the world, following a
geological fault line from the Amanus Mountains of southeastern
Turkey through Syria, Lebanon and Israel, down the Gulf of
Agaba and then running the entire length of the Red Sea to
Ethiopia and then continuing southward to become a part of the
Great African Rift Valley.

The Jordan River finds its major source in the melting snows of
Mount Hermon which towers 9,200 feet above sea level.
Hundreds of small streams cascade down to flow into Lake Hula.
In Abram's day, Lake Hula was a shallow marsh. Since the
formation of the nation of Israel in 1948, the lake has been
drained for farmland. This has created an ecological imbalance
in the Sea of Galilee. The swamp used to act as a natural filter,
straining out any impurities from the waters which flowed
southward into the Sea of Galilee.

The Sea of Galilee rests in the crater of an extinct volcano which,
in ages past, spewed out its lava over the Golan Heights to the
east. The Sea is 600 feet below sea level and is surrounded on all
sides by steep hills.

From the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River runs south down the
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sunken rift. This narrow valley used to be a fertile forest full of
wildlife, including lions and boar.

The name Jordan derives from a verb meaning “to descend.” It
flows downbhill in its long, meandering course until it reached the
Dead Sea.

The shore of the Dead Sea is the lowest point on the surface of
the earth, lying 1300 feet below sea level. The salt level of this
sea is six times that of the ocean and, as a result, no fish can live
in its waters.

d. The Transjordan Plateau.

Rising up sharply from the Jordan Valley is a high, fertile
tableland between 30 to 80 miles
in width and stretching from
Damascus to the Gulf of Agaba. | The Arabian desert was not
The northern regions of this | nearly soimpassible in
tableland are well-watered and | @ntiquity as it is today.

. . Several trade routes dissected
fertile. To the east of this its breadith.
plateau, the land gives way to
the impassible Desert of Arabia.

The Climate of Canaan.

In Egypt, the chief deities were the sun and the Nile River. The most
important deity of the Canaanites was Baal, the storm god of wind
and rain.

It never needed to rain in Egypt or Mesopotamia, since their river
systems were fed by mountains hundreds of miles away. Canaan, on
the other hand, had no great rivers and depended heavily upon the
regular rainfall to feed the small mountain streams which irrigated the
land. The chief deity of the Canaanites was Baal, the god of rain and
thunder.

The “Early Rains” begin in October and the rainy season continues
through until the “Latter Rains” of April and May. The heaviest
rainfall comes during the winter months. There is not a drop of rain
from June to September.
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The topography of the country is broken enough to provide some
striking local variations in temperature. In summer along the Coastal
Plains, the winds tend to hold down temperatures from reaching
oppressive levels. Further inland, where the wind has lost its affect,
the temperatures can rise to stifling degrees.

In the winter months along the Coastal Plain the climate is mild and
frost is virtually unknown, due to the incoming wind of the
Mediterranean Sea. As one travels up into the mountains,
temperatures decrease markedly with height. The winter months in
the mountain region produce a long-lying snow cover.

ABRAHAM IN CANAAN

As Abraham first entered the land of Canaan, he traveled down the Central
Mountain Ridge to the site of the ancient town of Shechem.

And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then
in the land.” (Genesis 12:6).

The town of Shechem would later be built in the pass that runs between
Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. It would be on this site that Jesus would
later hold an afternoon discussion with a woman by the well.

When _the Scrlpturgs say thaF _the In Genesis 9 a curse was placed
Canaanite was then in the land, it is a upon the descendants of Canaan.
reminder that the land of Canaan was not Now we see a promise that
some uninhabited wilderness. It was a | Abraham and his descendants
land of cities and towns, of merchants [ would inherit their land.

and farmers and shepherds.

Abraham came into this land as a nomadic shepherd-merchant. He did not
take up residence in any of the Canaanite cities, but remained a pilgrim and
a nomad. This led to some seasonal migrations, especially in times of
famine. One such famine took place soon after he had come into the land and
resulted in a sojourn in Egypt.

61



The Patriarchs

ABRAHAM IN EGYPT

Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down
to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the
land. (Genesis 12:10).

Upon finding a famine in
the land of Canaan,
Abraham moved his family
south to Egypt. The
pyramids and the Great
Sphinx were already
hundreds of years old as
Abraham entered Egypt.

This was the First
Intermediate Period of
Egypt’s history. It was a
time of disunity as Egypt
was broken up into several small feudal kingdoms, each attempting to gain
power over its neighbor. During this period, it was not uncommon for
foreigners to be permitted entrance into the country.

While Abraham is in Egypt, he falls into sin. Fearful of his life, he plots with
his wife, Sarai, to pretend that she is his sister.

The reason for this deception is understood when we examine an Egyptian
papyrus which records a pharaoh murdering the husband of a beautiful
woman so that he could marry her.

SODOM & GOMORRAH

Upon returning to Canaan, Abraham has a falling out with his nephew, Lot.
They go their separate ways and Lot moves down to the southern part of the
Jordan Valley.

And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the

Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere - this was before
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah - like the garden of
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the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. (Genesis
13:10}.

The implication of this and other passages of the Bible is that the area of the
Dead Sea was not the desolate wasteland that it is today. In that day, it was
a fertile land.

Genesis 14 records the military campaign of an alliance of kings from the
east.

a. Amraphel, king of Shinar.

Shinar was the general term for Mesopotamia. This may have
been an Akkadian king.

b Arioch, king of Ellasar: Ellasar was another name of Larsa, a
Sumerian city to the east of Ur.

c. Chedorlaomer, king of Elam: The Elamites were located to the
east of Sumer and were one of the most powerful countries in the
world at this time.

d. Tidal, king of Goiim:  “Goyim” is the Hebrew word for
“nations.” Tidal, on the other hand, is a Hittite name and might
reflect an early Hittite participation in this alliance.

A coalition of these klngs from the Genesis 14:14 says that the pursuit went “as far
east invaded Canaan, conquering the | asDan.” Considering that Dan initially settled in

.- . the south and did not move to northern Palestine
cities of the Jordan Val Iey, and takmg until the days of the Judges, this is evidently the

Abraham's nephew, Lot, in the modernized addition of a later scribe (like chang-
process. ing “New Amsterdam” to “New York”).

Abraham gathered his own alliance of Canaanite chieftains and set out in
pursuit, catching the invaders in a pincer movement in what is the first night
attack recorded in history. Lot was rescued along with the spoils of the kings
of the Jordan Valley.

However, this served as only a temporary respite for the cities of the plain.
Sodom was the major city of the Jordan Valley in the days of Abraham. It
was a beautiful, well-watered area. It had been for this reason that Lot had
chosen to live there.
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The Bible records that the Lord destroyed both these cities and everything
else in the Valley.

Thenthe Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from the Lord out of heaven, 25 and He overthrew
those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the
cities and what grew on the ground. (Genesis 19:24-25).

The Dead Sea today in the lowest spot on the face of the earth. The north part
of the Sea is more than 1300 feet below sea level. Today the southern part has
dried up completely. Scholars generally place the location of Sodom and
Gomorrah in what is today this shallow, southern part of the Dead Sea.

I am not certain, but | have sometimes wondered if it is possible that these
cities originally lay in what today is the northern portion of the Dead Sea.

1. The evidence from Scripture.

The Bible speaks of the Jordan Valley, but seems to carefully avoid
describing the Dead Sea as a geographical body in Abraham's day.

Instead, it speaks of “the valley of Siddim which is the Salt Sea” as
being the location of the battle with the eastern alliance (Genesis
14:3).

2. The evidence from Archaeology.

A Phoenician inscription had this to say about the destruction of the
“Vale of Sidimus.”

The Vale of Sidimus sank and became a lake, always
evaporating and containing no fish, a symbol of vengeance
and of death for the transgressor. (Attributed to
Sanchuniathon, prior to the Trojan War).

This indicates that there was a time when the Dead Sea was not there
and when the Jordan Valley was unbroken.

3. The evidence from Geology.

Genesis 14:10 says that the valley was full of “tar pits.” Petroleum
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and asphalt deposits still exist around the Dead Sea today. This is a
burnt-out region where nothing grows.

We have already mentioned that this area holds a massive fault zone.
Throughout its history, it has been the scene of many severe
earthquakes. It is possible that an earthquake combined with the
explosive petroleum and asphalt deposits to cause a great explosion
of “brimstone and fire.”

OTHER ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES FROM
ABRAHAM’S DAY

1.

Lot’s Door.

In Genesis 19:6, 9-10 we find several mentions of the door to Lot’s
house in Sodom. It is described in terms of having been shut to keep
out the men of Sodom.

Houses within cities did not always have doors in antiquity. A door
would interfere with any cool breeze, making the heat of the land
intolerable. Archaeologists have noted that there are different styles
of doors for differing eras:

Middle Bronze Strong, sturdy No strong,
(2200-1600 B.C.) | wooden doors centralized
government
Early Iron Il Doorways Kings of Judah
(800-600 B.C.) consisted of and Israel
archways and provided
curtains centralized
government

The smaller the police force, the greater the need for a stout wooden
door.

Abraham’s Purchase of a Tomb.

In Genesis 23:16 we read that Abraham paid 400 shekels of silver.
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While today a shekel is a form of currency, in that day it was a weight
designation. We think in terms of pounds or kilograms, they weighed
in terms of shekels. It was not until around 700 B.C. that money
began to be coined.

ISAAC

The name Isaac means “laughter.” It points to the laughter of Sarah when she
first was given the promise of a son. Hers was the laughter of unbelief. But
it was God who had the last laugh.

1.

2.

Quest for a Bride.

When it came time for Isaac to marry, Abraham sent his servant back
to the city of Haran to find a wife from his own kindred. Abraham’s
brother, Nahor, had continued to live here after Abraham’s departure.
Rebekah, the sister of Laban was chosen to be Isaac's bride. Why was
Abraham so insistent that his son’s wife be from his kinsmen and not
from the Canaanites?

I want to suggest that it was because of the peculiar promise of a seed
that God had given to Abraham. For Isaac to intermarry with the
Canaanites would be for him to be quickly amalgamated into their
culture and people, instead of becoming the beginning of a separate
and distinct nation of people.

| Terah l
-| Sarai |

| Nahor |{ Milcah | [iscah | | Lot |

| Isaac |—| Rebecca | |Laban |

In the Land of the Philistines.

When famine came over the land of Canaan, Isaac moved down into
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the south coastal plain. This area was home to a settlement of
non-Semitic people known as the Philistines.

This brings up a problem. The Philistines are known to us through
archaeological digs. They did not enter Canaan until much later.
During the days of Rameses I, they were a part of the “Sea Peoples”
who attempted to invade Egypt. They were fought to a standstill and,
as a result, were permitted to settle along the coast of what is today
known as the Gaza Strip. But there were no Philistines as we know
them in Isaac’s day.

The original inhabitants of this area started as coastal trading colonies
of the Minoan Civilization. Indeed, there are several times in the
Scriptures that the Philistines are referred to as “Cherethites” or
“Cretans” (1 Samuel 30:14; Ezekiel 25:16; Zephaniah 2:5). It was the
later Sea Peoples who came in and amalgamated this group into their
own and who adopted the same name.

Isaac’s life among the Philistines was difficult and trying at times.
The Bible records several conflicts that arose over water-rights.

Throughout these times, Isaac remained faithful to the Lord and saw
an increasing prosperity.

JACOB

The story of Jacob is, on the one hand, a story of a conniving scoundrel, and
on the other hand, the story of God’s chosen one.

1.

Jacob & Esau.

Isaac’s two sons by Rebekah were twins. The Bible tells us that these
two brothers began their struggle in the womb. It was a struggle that
was to continue through their descendants for two thousand years.

a. Esau.
Even though they were twins, it was Esau who was born first. He
grew up to be a hunter, an outdoorsman. From his descendants

would come the Edomites.
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b. Jacob.

When the two brothers were born, the second-born son was
holding onto the heel of the first-born. This was considered to be
a significant omen and this child was named Jacob, meaning
“heel-grabber.” This was an idiom for a con-artist. We have a
similar idiom today when we speak of pulling someone’s leg.

If Esau was a hunter and an

outdoorsman, then Jacob was a
“mamma’s boy.” Jacob’s role as a | Nuzi Tablets (excavated
heel-grabber is seen in his bargaining | in 1925-31) indicate that
away the birthright from his older | oralblessings & death-
brother and then stealing his father’s | Ped wills were not only
blessi h . fhi her. Th legal & binding, but also
essing at the urging of his mother. The | ;o o e
result of this deception was that Jacob

was forced to leave his home, fleeing
from the wrath of Esau, never to see his beloved mother again.

On the way to Haran, Jacob stops for the night at a place called Luz.
It is here that he has a vision of a ladder reaching to heaven.

And he came to a certain place, and spent the night there,
because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the
place and put it under his head, and lay down in that place.

And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder set on the earth
with its top reaching to heaven: and behold, the angels of
God were ascending and descending on it. (Genesis 28:11-
12).

This picture of the angels of God ascending and descending is found
in only one other place in the Bible. It is John 1:51 when Jesus
speaks to Nathanael.

And He said to him, "Truly, truly, | say to you, you shall
see the heavens opened, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man." (John 1:51).

In the words of Jesus, there is no mention of the ladder. The angels

are ascending and descending on the Son of Man. He IS the ladder.
Thus, if the ladder represents God’s presence upon earth, then Jesus
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is seen as the One who is “God with us.”

God goes on to pass on his covenant with Jacob. This is the same
covenant which he made with Abraham and Isaac.

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

"l am God Almighty"
(Gen 17:1).

"l am the God of your
father Abraham™ (Gen
26:24).

"l am the Lord, the
God of your father
Abraham and the God
of Isaac" (Gen 28:13).

"For all the land which
you see, | will give it to
you and to your
descendants forever"
(Gen 13:15).

"For to you and to your
descendants I will give
all these lands" (Gen
26:3).

"The land on which
you lie, I will give it to
you and to your
descendants” (Gen
28:13).

"And | will make your
descendants as the dust
of the earth” (Gen
13:16).

"And | will multiply
your descendants as the
stars of heaven" (Gen
26:4).

"Your descendants
shall also be like the
dust of the earth”
(Gen 28:14).

"And in you all the
families of the earth shall
be blessed" (Gen 12:3).

"And by your
descendants all the
nations of the earth shall
be blessed" (Gen 26:4).

"And in you and in
your descendants shall
all the families of the
earth be blessed" (Gen
28:14).

"Do not fear, Abram, |
am a shield to you" (Gen
15:1).

"Do not fear, for | am
with you" (Gen 26:24).

"And behold, I am
with you, and will
keep you wherever
you go" Gen 28:15).

However, there are also some differences. Isaac had been told by
God to stay in the land (Genesis 26:2). Jacob, on the other hand, is
told that the Lord will be with him and shall accompany him on his
extended journey out of the land and that ultimately he shall be
brought back to the land of promise.

At the end of the night, Jacob names the place Beth-el, “House of
God.”

Jacob in Haran. Rebekah and Laban were brother

and sister and they each engaged
Jacob found temporary refuge | in deception.

with his uncle Laban in Haran.
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This was a time when Jacob the con-artist was conned himself as he
sought to marry Rachel and was given her sister Leah instead. He
finally ended up marrying both of Laban’s daughters.

| Terah |
-| Sarai |

[ | |
| Nahor | Milcan | [iscan | | Lot |

| Isaac Rebecca | | Laban |

|Esau | |Jacob| | Leah | | Rachaell

Jacob worked for Laban for 21 years. During the last seven years,
Jacob managed to maneuver Laban out of a great deal of his wealth.
Following this, Jacob left Haran with his family and possessions and
returned to Canaan. In the process, Rachel had stolen her father’s
household gods. These gods had more than just a religious
significance. According to the Nuzi Tablets, they were also used to
establish the family inheritance. A son-in-law who possessed his
father-in-law’s images could go to court and claim his father-in-law’s
estate.

Laban followed Jacob and even searched his caravan, but was unable
to find them. They parted on semi-cordial terms, making a covenant
in which each party agreed to stay in his own land.

Jacob in Canaan.

Returning to Canaan, Jacob was intercepted by Esau at the Jabbok
River. The name “Jabbok” means “to wrestle.” It was here that
Jacob wrestled with an angel.

The two brothers made their peace together and Jacob settled in the
area of central Canaan. The descendants of Esau would eventually
become known as the “Edomites” and would settle in the arid lands
to the south of the Dead Sea.
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By this time, Jacob had sired a rather large family by his two wives
and their handmaidens.

MOTHER SON Meaning of Name
Reuben "Behold, a Son"
Leah Simeon "Hearing"
Levi "Attachment"
Judah "Praise"
Bilhah Dan "Judgment”
(Rachel’s) | Naphtali "Wrestle"
Zilpah Gad "Good Fortune™
(Leah’s) Ashur "Happy"
Leah Issachar "Reward"
Zebulun "Abode"
Rachel Joseph "He adds"
Benjamin "Son of the right hand"

For the most part, these sons are described as jealous, self-seeking,
hateful and murderous. This is a picture of the destructive effects of
polygamy. The exception to the lack was Joseph.

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH

The Joseph narrative begins with an account of the favoritism Jacob showed
for the firstborn son of his beloved Rachel and the hatred Joseph received
from his older brothers. They plot to murder him and instead sell him into
slavery.

Having thus introduced the Joseph narrative, the writer of Genesis turns in
chapter 38 to tell a story of Judah and to his affair with his daughter-in-law
which led to the birth of Perez and Zerah. While the story follows an overall
chronological sequence, it seems that the purpose for the insertion of the story
at this point in the narrative is to set forth a contrast between Joseph and
Judah. While Joseph is the favored son of Jacob, it will be Judah who will
eventually receive the leadership of the Israelites.
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Judah Joseph

Went to a foreigner of his own Taken to Egypt against his will.
will,

Sexual immorality: went in to his | Sexual morality: resisted

daughter-in-law (38:12-18). seduction (39:6-12).

Left his seal & his cord. Left his garment.

Accuser (38:24). Falsely accused (39:13-20).
Judgment of God (38:6-10). Blessing of God (39:20-23).
True accusation of woman False accusation of woman

(28:25). (39:13-20).

Moses is contrasting the moral character of Judah as the head of his tribe with
the moral character of Joseph as the head of Ephraim and Manasseh.

Why is this important for the Israelites in the Wilderness to know? Because
it explains why Joseph’s tribes receive a double portion, both here in the
Wilderness and when they enter the promised land.

1915 B.C. - Birth of Joseph.

1898 B.C. - Joseph sold into Egypt.
1885 B.C. - Joseph exalted.

1876 B.C. - Israel enters Egypt.
1446 B.C. - The Exodus.

J‘?‘C"b demonstrated that Jo_seph WaS 1 These chapters serve as a warning to
his favorite son and heir to the | ne rest of Israel not to follow in the
double-portion inheritance by | footsteps of their ancestors as they
awarding him a “coat with sleeves.” see Joseph's tribes receive the double
This was the sign of one who was to | portion.

be the leader of the clan.

1. Sold into Egypt.

) Jacob had deceived his
The hatred of the brothers had its | father with a goatskin. His

climax in a murderous plot which | sons deceived him with a
ended only when Joseph had been | oPe dippedin goat's blood.
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sold to some passing slavers. Joseph found himself being sold to an
official of Egypt.

Meanwhile, the Midianites sold him in Egypt to
Potiphar, Pharaoh's officer, the captain of the bodyguard.
(Genesis 37:36).

The word translated “officer is seriys and is usually translated
“eunuch.” The problem with this is that eunuchs were not married
men and Potiphar clearly had a wife. However, seriys seems to be an
Akkadian loan-word which went through a change of meaning
between the first and second millennia. In the 2™ millennia it
described a court official. By the 1% millennia it had come to mean
a eunuch.

Egypt in the Days of Joseph.

Joseph entered Egypt in the days of | The pyramids were already
the Middle Kingdom. It is always | ancient monuments when

problematic to attach a specific | Josephcame to Egypt.
pharaoh to the Biblical account
unless the Scriptures actually give
the name of the pharaoh, but it may have been Pharaoh Amenemhat
Il who was upon the throne of both Upper and Lower Egypt at this
time.

Egypt during this period was ruled by a strong, centralized
government. The pharaohs of this period had their power held
somewhat in check by the individual governors. Mines in the Sinai
and in Ethiopia brought precious metals and ivory to the courts of the
pharaoh and a line of military

fortresses were established Joseph's coat had gotten him into

around the borders of Egypt to | slavery in Egypt in the first place.

protect from outside invaders. Now it is again his garment which
gets him into trouble.

Just prior to Joseph entering
Egypt, the capital was moved from Thebes to Ith-tawi, near the Delta.

Joseph’s Imprisonment.

For a time, Joseph prospered in the house of Potiphar. This time of
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prosperity was brought to a close in the attempted seduction by
Potiphar’s wife. When Joseph rebuffed her, she falsely accused him
of attempted rape.

The account of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife has an interesting parallel
in the Egyptian Tale of the Two Brothers, found in an eleventh
century papyrus. The story recounts two brothers, Anubis and Bata.
The wife of Anubis attempts to seduce Bata, but he refuses her
advances, so she makes a false accusation against him. Anubis hears
and believes the accusation and sets out to kill his brother and Bata
is forced to flee. The brothers finally meet and Bata convinces his
brother of his innocence so that Anubis returns home and executes his
wife. Meanwhile, Bata marries a woman who is so beautiful that she
attracts the attention of the Pharaoh and he has Bata killed so that he
can take her for himself. Anubis finds the heart of his murdered
brother and brings him back to life. Bata takes the shape of a bull and
confronts his wife, but she has him killed. His blood waters two trees
and when he becomes the tree and again confronts his wife, she has
it chopped down. A splinter from the chopping flies into her eye and
she becomes pregnant, giving birth to a new incarnation of Bata, who
ultimately grows into a man and becomes the new pharaoh.

One need not look too far to see elements, not only of the Joseph-
Potiphar narrative, but also of the account of Abraham, Sarah, and the
Pharaoh as found in Genesis 12. The point can be made to show that
these sorts of activities were not unknown in Egypt. At the same
time, one cannot help but wonder whether these mythological stories
were not derived from the real life events of Abraham and Joseph.

Joseph was taken and thrown into the royal prison where political
prisoners were held. It was there that he befriended the pharaoh's
butler. This friendship, along with a God-given gift of interpreting
dreams, would result in Joseph's promotion to the Court of Pharaoh.

Joseph’s Exaltation.

In a single day, Joseph found himself propelled up to the position of
Viceroy over all Egypt, second only to the Pharaoh. Joseph’s
economic plan called for him to store up grain and food supplies for
a coming time of famine. When that time came, Joseph was able to
heighten the Pharaoh's political hold over the nobility and the land-
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owners of Egypt by allowing the people to sell all of their lands to
him in return for food.

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for
every Egyptian sold his field, because the famine was severe
upon them. Thus the land became Pharaoh’s.

And as for the people, he removed them to the cities from
one end of Egypt's border to the other.

Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests
had an allotment from Pharaoh, and they lived off the
allotment which Pharaoh gave them. Therefore, they did not
sell their land. (Genesis 47:20-22).

From this time on, Egypt became a virtual feudal state with the
Pharaoh owning the land and allowing the people to work it and keep
80% of the profit.

Israel’s Entrance into Egypt.

After several dramatic encounters with his brothers, Joseph invited
the entire clan to move into Egypt.

The immediate reason for Israel’s entrance into Egypt was because of
the famine; but there were some underlying reasons. God’s plan and
purpose for Israel was to maintain a pure people, set apart for the
purpose of loving and serving Yahweh as their God, eventually
spreading His name throughout all the earth.

When we examine the Patriarchs with this concept in mind, we are
able to note a startling contrast among them.

a. Altars & Worship.
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob each would move to a new place
within the land and build an altar there, proclaiming the name of
the Lord.

b. A Sense of Purpose.

Each of these Patriarchs had a sense of purpose, a sense of destiny
because of the promises that God had given. The altars were
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symbolic of that purpose in the land.
Unity.

Because of that distinctive purpose, they also had a sense of unity
that there would be no division between the worshipers of
Yahweh. Thus, when strife arose between the servants of
Abraham and the servants of Lot, a peaceful means was found to
co-exist.

Racial & Religious Purity.

Their sense of unity led them to a realization of the need for
separation from the Canaanites in whose midst they were
dwelling. This unity was a part of the purpose of God that they
would be a distinct and separate people from the nations around
them.

Thus, when it came time for Isaac to take a wife, Abraham took
great pains to make certain that it would not be a Canaanite
woman.

And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of the
household, who had charge of all that he owned, *““Please
place your hand under my thigh. 3 And | will make you
swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of
earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live.”
(Genesis 24:2-3).

In the same way, Jacob was sent to Haran with the express
purpose of finding a wife from his own people.

So lIsaac called Jacob and blessed him and
charged him, and said to him, ““You shall not take a wife
from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Arise, go to
Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel your mother's
father; and from there take to yourself a wife from the
daughters of Laban your mother’s brother.” (Genesis
28:1-2).
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Abraham, lIsaac and Jacob each followed these principles.
However, when you come to the sons of Israel, you find a very
big generation gap.

They built no altars and are never said to proclaim the name of
Yahweh. They show no sense of purpose. They seem only
interested in filling their own fleshly desires. They have
absolutely no concern for the unity among their family. Quite the
contrary, they are motivated by jealousy and strife. This is best
demonstrated when they sell their own brother into slavery. They
recognize no need for separation from the Canaanites. Instead, we
see them intermarrying with the people of Canaan and going off
to live with them. This manifests itself in a number of ways.

(1) Lack of chastity in Dinah.

(2) Simeon & Levi murder the population of an entire city.
(3) Reuben sleeps with his father's concubine.

(4) Judah has a child by his own daughter-in-law.

Only in Joseph do we find anyone within that generation who
demonstrates a sense of unity and purpose and faith.

Therefore, God moves in history to bring the Israelites out of
Canaan and into Egypt. Why Egypt? Aside from the obvious fact
that Egypt was the breadbasket of the world and could support
and feed the growing embryo of the nation that would one day be
Israel, there was a very significant reason for Egypt to be the
host-mother of Israel.

The Canaanites followed a policy of integration. They were
constantly seeking to intermarry and form family alliances with
those around them (Genesis 19:14, 26:10; 26:34; 27:46; 34:8-10).
This would have resulted in the breakdown and the absorption of
the Jewish nation before it had even begun.

The Egyptians, on the other hand, were extremely strict

segregationalists (Genesis 43:32; 46:34). Thus in the Joseph
narrative when Joseph has his brothers eat in his presence, they
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are actually seated at a separate table.

Thus the Israelites in Egypt would have no choice but to remain
a pure and undefiled and separated nation as God prepared them
in Egypt. Four hundred years later, God would lead them out of
Egypt and into the land that He had prepared for them.

All these died in faith, without receiving the
promises, but having seen them and having welcomed
them from a distance, and having confessed that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13).
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EGYPT - THE LAND OF THE
NILE

Hail to you, O Nile, sprung from the earth,
Come to nourish Egypt,

Food-provider,

Bounty-maker,

Who creates all that is good. (Ancient Hymn).

Egypt is a land of shifting desert sands, a land of giant pyramids and a place
of great rulers from the past. It is the land of the Nile. The Hebrew term for
Egypt was Mizraim, a form of which is still used today in the Arabic name
for Egypt, Misr. It is thought by some that the name is taken from the
Hebrew word tzar, meaning “narrow” or “tight.” The ancient Egyptian name
for their country was Kemet, or “black land.”

GEOGRAPHY OF EGYPT

If it can be said that nature plays favorites, then Egypt was her favorite child.
There are several geographical features which
combine to make this a unique land.

1. An Isolated Land.

Ancient Egypt was isolated from the rest
of the world by its topography. To the
west was a vast desert. To the north was
the Mediterranean. To the east was the
Red Sea. There were only two points of
entry into Egypt aside from sea routes.

a. The south.

The Nubians to the south of
Egypt often proved to be
troublesome, but they were
rarely a match for the more
advanced military of Egypt.
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b. The Northeast.

Most of the invaders who came against Egypt moved down
through Palestine and then across the northern section of the
Sinai Peninsula. To counter this threat, the Egyptians built a
line of fortresses along the western edge of the Sinai. While
copper mines have been located in the Sinai that supplied
copper to Egypt, Baines and Malek point out that “these were
probably worked by the local population under Egyptian
control; there is no evidence that the Egyptians themselves
mined copper anywhere in the Sinai” (1985:19).

The Nile River.

The Nile is the longest river in the world. It flows from three
branches: The Blue Nile, the White Nile and the Atbara. They join
far south of Egypt to become a single river a mile wide.

The Nile was the lifeline of Egypt. It fashioned the nation’s
economy, determined its political structure, and molded the values it
chose to live by.

Just as the surrounding deserts and oceans gave Egypt security, so the
Nile gave Egypt prosperity. The Nile was almost wholly responsible
for Egypt’s economy.

a. It made Egypt an agricultural nation.
The Nile River flooded on a regular basis each year,
depositing rich sediments on the plains. Crops were planted
in the fertile soil as soon as the river had receded. The result
was a full harvest.

b. It determined all real estate values.

The value of land was determined by how close to the Nile it
was located and whether or not it was flooded annually.

C. It provided transportation.
Ancient Egypt was made up of a long narrow strip of land
over 700 miles long and only a few miles wide. The Nile was

the unifying factor of Egypt. It provided the best means of
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north-south transportation. This factor led to the political
unity of Egypt very early in her history.

The Nile might have also served as a path for invading forces
from the south, had it not been for the many waterfalls to the
south of Egypt.

3. The Climate of Egypt.

Because of the warm climate and the rich, fertile soil, the Egyptians
were able to take life rather leisurely. This gave them time to engage
in philosophy, religion, and developments in architecture, astronomy
and mathematics.

Egypt sees very little rainfall. Its water comes from the mountains of
Central Africa, many hundreds of miles to the south. This dry climate
has brought the added benefit in the preservation of thousands of
monuments and papyrus scrolls.

Many archaeologists used to mistakenly believe that the people of
Palestine were mostly illiterate. The truth is that, except for a few
areas around the shores of the Dead Sea, papyrus has a very short life
span in Palestine due to its high humidity. The absence of papyrus
documents in Palestine is not a sign of illiteracy, but only the lack of
longevity in the documents.

Egypt did not suffer from this problem. The dry climate was perfect
for the preservation of papyrus. It is for this reason that some of our
oldest copies of the Bible were found in Egypt.

We have already contrasted the geography of the Mesopotamian River Valley
with that of the Nile, but it would be well to repeat some of those points of
contrast.

Mesopotamia Egypt
The flooding of the Euphrates The flooding of the Nile was both
and Tigris was irregular and predictable and beneficial.
destructive.

No natural borders to keep out Bounded by natural borders of
invaders. desert and sea.
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Ruled by a vast succession of Most of Egypt’s history saw a
rulers of differing nationalities. dynastic succession of domestic

rulers.

People tended to have a
pessimistic outlook on life.

Literature demonstrates a cheerful
outlook on life.

The gods of Mesopotamia were | The gods of Egypt were considered
cold and cruel and could not be | to be good and benevolent.
trusted.

PROBLEMS IN EGYPTIAN CHRONOLOGY

There are several key problems that the archaeologist faces as he attempts to
unravel the history of ancient Egypt.

1.

The Lack of a Fixed System for Reckoning Time.

Like many people of the ancient world, the Egyptians had no unified
time scale or way of referring to dates. Instead of having numbers to
describe their years (May 7, 2000), they used several alternate means.

a.

The naming of years.

In the earliest years of Egypt’s history, the years were named
according to significant events.

The year of the great hailstorm.

The year of fighting and smiting the northerners.
The year of the second enumeration of all large and
small cattle of the north and the south.

The Bible also uses this kind of numbering system.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death (Isaiah 6:1).

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second
month, on the seventeenth day of the month...(Genesis
7:11).

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of
the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah (Jeremiah
52:31).
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b. Regal years.

The next method of reckoning time was to align it with the
reigning monarch.

e The 12th year of Amenhotep.

* In the fourth year of King Darius (Zechariah 7:1).

e In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of
Judah (Daniel 1:1).

* Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar (Luke 3:1).

This meant that you had to know the name of every Egyptian
king who ever ruled and the order in which they ruled.
Another problem with the fact that many kings had sons who
were given the same name. They did not call themselves
Thutmose I, Thutmose I, Thutmose IlIl. We add these
numbers for our own benefit.

C. Priestly records.

It was not until the Hellenistic Period that the Egyptian priests
began to compile and to record detailed lists of kings, their
names and the number of years in which they reigned. These
were inscribed on temple walls where they can be found
today.

The Lack of any Objective Egyptian Historians.

Egypt has yielded more in archaeological finds than any other area of
the ancient world. Yet in spite of this, we have been somewhat
limited in our understanding of Egyptian history.

The Egyptian did not emphasize originality or individuality. In his
style of writing, he attempted to be like all other Egyptians and their
ancestors as much as possible. It is not that we are unable to read his
diary, it is that he writes the same thing that everyone else has written
in their diaries.

The Egyptians never produced a native historian to evaluate or to give
an objective account of their civilization. It was not until the
Hellenistic Age when the Greek Ptolemies were ruling Egypt that her
history began to be analyzed and interpreted by her own people.
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3. The Use of Astronomical Dating Methods.

The Egyptians used a solar rather than a lunar calendar. They had
365 days in their year and divided their year into 360 days of twelve
equal 30-day months and then added five additional feast days at the
end of each year. It was this same calendar that was adopted by
Julius Caesar and made the official calendar of the Roman Empire.
It is essentially the same calendar that we use today.

There was only one difference. They had no leap year. This meant
that their calendar would have the beginning of the year move a
quarter of a day out of alignment each year. Multiply this by 365 days
and you find that it would constitute a cycle of 1460 years for the
calendar to come back into alignment.

The Egyptian months were grouped into three seasons each of 4
month duration:

¢ Akhet: Inundation
e Peret: Growing
 Shemu: Harvest

Inundation, taking place in the early summer when the Nile flooded,
therefore marked the new year. The Egyptian astronomers were able
to calculate and to keep records of three events.

a. The rising of the sun.

b. The rising of Sothis (Sirius, the dog star *) after several
months of invisibility. This takes place on July 19th every
year.

C. The start of Inundation (the beginning of the Egyptian new
year).

! The Egyptians used this star as a symbol of Osiris whose head was
regularly pictured in the form of a dog. Sirius sets in the spring and remains
hidden for 70 days during which it was thought to be journeying through the
underworld (the rite of embalming normally took 70 days). The star rises again
in the summer and was therefore thought by the Egyptians to bring the summer
heat, hence bringing us the phrase “the dog days of summer.”
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These three events took place simultaneously once every 1460 years.
Modern research has established that this event took place between
1325 and 1322 B.C. during the 19th dynasty of Egypt. This fact is
confirmed by ancient scribal records (the previous cycle would have
begun the Pyramid Age in 2785-2782 B.C.).

An Egyptian astronomer living in the second century A.D. by the
name of Claudius Ptolemaeus developed a list of various kings of
antiquity in conjunction with a very exact list of lunar eclipses.
Modern computations have allowed us to verify the accuracy of these
dates.

4, The Translating of the Hieroglyphics.

Until the 1800's everything that historians knew of Egypt came from
Herodotus and the Bible. This began to change in 1798 when
Napoleoninvaded Egypt with a fleet of 328 warships. The expedition
was a military failure, but led to an archaeological victory with the
discovery of the Rosetta Stone. This small stone contained an
inscription in three scripts, two of which were in Egyptian.

a. Hieroglyphs.
b. Demotic (“people’s writing™).
C. Greek.

It was thought at first that the hieroglyphs were a form of picture
writing where each picture represented a complete thought. Thus, a
picture of an 9 means the word “ear.” It did not immediately occur
to scholars that ® might merely stand for the sound “ear.” It was left
to Jean Francois Champollion to painstakingly decipher the Egyptian
hieroglyphs using the key in the Rosetta Stone.

AN OUTLINE OF EGYPTIAN HISTORY

Manetho, an Egyptian historian who studied in the days when the Ptolemies
were ruling Egypt, divided the rulers of Egypt into 30 dynasties. This list
goes back to the earliest king and ends with the conquest of Alexander the
Great.

85



Egypt - The Land of the Nile

PERIOD Dynasty YEARS

The Archaic Period 1-2 3100-2686 B.C.
The Old Kingdom 3-6 2686-2181 B.C.
1st Intermediate Period 7-11 2181-1991 B.C.
Middle Kingdom 12 1991-1786 B.C.
2nd Intermediate Period 13-17 1786-1567 B.C.
New Kingdom 18-20 1567-1085 B.C.
3rd Intermediate Period 21-24 1085-712 B.C.
Late History 25-30 712-332 B.C.

PRE-DYNASTICPERIOD o

Early in Egypt’s history, the people living | I.E[]JUA@J![’ ‘. : e

along the Nile River polarized into two
distinct kingdoms that we know as Lower

and Upper Egypt.

1. Lower Egypt.

This was the northern kingdom. It
was called “Lower Egypt” because
it lay in the lowlands of the Delta
region. Its capital was Pe.

The symbol for Lower Egypt was
the papyrus reed which grew
throughout the Delta. The king of
Lower Egypt wore a red crown.

2. Upper Egypt.

The southern kingdom was called
“Upper Egypt” because it lay in

niiex
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the highlands to the south of the

Delta.
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Cataract. Its capital was Hierakopolis.

The symbol for Upper Egypt was the white lily and the king of Upper
Egypt wore a white crown. It was Upper Egypt that tended to have
the greater wealth. Though we have images and likenesses of these
two crowns in wall paintings and statues, no actual Egyptian crown
has ever been found.

This _d|V|S|on of Upper_an_d Lower Egﬁ/pt The word “pharaoh” is
remained throughout antiquity. Even_w_en derived from the Egyptian
one pharaoh ruled over all the land, his title | phrase per aa, meaning
was “Pharaoh of Upper and Lower Egypt” [ “great house.”

and he wore a combined red and white crown.
Robert Brier points out that no Egyptian
crown has ever been located and he suggests that there was only a single
Egyptian crown that was passed from one pharaoh to the next (1999:16).

ARCHAIC PERIOD

1. The Unification of Upper and Lower Egypt.

Around 3000 B.C. Lower and Upper Egypt were finally welded into
asingle kingdom under one ruler. The was the result of conquest, but
it served to bring peace and prosperity to the land.

Tradition has it that this new ruler was Pharaoh Menes, also known
as Pharaoh Narmer. He was from Upper Egypt and the Narmer Palate
depicts him with a war mace, vanquishing his foes. Discovered north
of Aswan, this ceremonial palate contains the first real hieroglyphs.

The capital of this new kingdom was Thes (located near Abydos), but
was soon moved north to Memphis, 20 miles south of the Delta,
where it remained for the next 600 years. The advantage of this
location was that it was midway between Upper and Lower Egypt.

2. Achievements of the Period.
This period saw the building of many brick temples and palaces.

Hieroglyphic writing was fully formulated and several fragmentary
inscriptions from this period still exist.
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OLD KINGDOM: 2666 - 2161 B.C.

Now began one of Egypt’s most prosperous periods in history. Within just
a few years, Egypt moved from a few city-states into a great kingdom,
producing architectural feats which have amazed even modern engineers of
today.

The Old Kingdom was seen as the Golden Age of Egypt. The Pharaohs,
ruling from Memphis, divided the country into provinces and appointed
governors of royal blood to oversee them.

The Egyptians were not by nature a warlike people. At this period they had
no standing army, but only a civilian militia which could be drafted in times
of national troubles. This militia was also used in peacetime for peaceful
enterprises such as building or trading. When its task was completed, it was
disbanded.

1. The Third Dynasty.

The Pharaoh was considered to be a god. He was worshiped
throughout the
temples of Egypt.
Because of this, no
expense in serving
the Pharaoh was
considered too
great, both in life
and in death.

During the 1% and
2" Dynasties, the | it
Pharaohs had been Step Pyramid at Sagarra
buried in small

brick structures called “mastabas” (Arabic for “bench”). With the
advent of this dynasty began the building of the pyramids.

The first Egyptian pyramid was the famous Step Pyramid. It was
built by the imperial architect for Pharaoh Zoser, first ruler of the
Third Dynasty. With its series of six terraces, it more closely
resembled one of the ziggurats of Mesopotamia. However, the
ziggurats were temples; the pyramids served as tombs.
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The Fourth Dynasty.

This Dynasty saw the height of Egypt’s prosperity. Pyramids assumed
their more regular shape. One of the early trials was the Bent
Pyramid built by Sneferu. It begins to rise from the ground at an
incline of 54 degrees, but it was built on an inadequate foundation
and was in danger of toppling, so midway up, it reduces its rate of
inclination, giving it a bent shape.

, Our English word
It was left to Sneferu’s son Khufu (called | «sarcophagus” is

Cheops by the Greeks) to build the largest | taken from two Greek
and most famous of the pyramids. It stood ‘évgtfedrS”mTehae”iG”?e“efLeSSh
480 feet hlg_h and was overlaid with a who first saw a
smooth facing of limestone. It was | sarcophagus looked
constructed with more than 2 million | within, saw a
blocks of stone, most weighing about 2% | decomposed body,
tons. These stones were mined at nearby | 219 perhaps thought
. . . this was the work of
quarries to avoid long transportation | the structure in which

distances. the body was held.

The sarcophagus was measured and found
to be larger than the entrance into the pyramid, indicating that it was
placed into the pyramid as it was being constructed.

Decline of the Old Kingdom.

With the advent of the Fifth Dynasty, Egypt began to show signs of
trouble. The last two dynasties of Egypt would see a growing decline.

a. Religious problems.

Prior to this time, the king had been a god, equal to all of the
other gods of Egypt. Now the priests declared that the king
was only the son of god and a power struggle between the
king and the priests ensued.

b. Economic problems.

Egypt had paid a great price to build the pyramids and now
found them very expensive to maintain. The pyramids built
during this dynasty were only half the size of the Great
Pyramid and had a central core of such poor construction that
most have collapsed into low mounds of rubble.
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C. Political problems.

In addition to the priests, there were other high officers and
officials that began to be a threat to the king’s omnipotence.
This culminated in the very long reign of Pepi Il, the last
pharaoh of the Old Kingdom.

FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD: 2181 -1991

B.C.

With the death of Pepi I, Egypt rapidly broke up into several small feudal
kingdoms. These kingdoms were constantly at war with each other, each
trying to conquer his neighbor. This was a period of anarchy as the ruling
classes lost their wealth and power.

1.

Rival Dynasties.

While the 9™ and 10" dynasties of Egypt maintained their seat of
power in Memphis, a rival 11™ Dynasty was established to the south
in Thebes. There were frequent clashes between these two dynasties
with both sides utilizing Nubian mercenaries.

Entrance of Bedouins.

During this period, various bedouins began to filter into Egypt,
pushed from the northeast by migration pressures that were taking
place throughout the ancient world. It was during this period that
Abraham visited Egypt during a time of famine in Canaan (Genesis
12:10).

Pessimistic Literature.

It was during this First Intermediate Period that Egypt began its
Pessimistic Literature. Ann David describes one such work entitled:
The Dispute between a Man and his Soul:

It presents a unique theme by addressing the personal
conflict of a man whose life has been devastated by
the collapse of society. It is written in terms of a
dialogue between the man and his soul: the man,
because of his personal problems, longs for death and
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perhaps even contemplates suicide, but his soul
eventually persuades him to live and await the advent
of a natural death (2000:19).

Finally one of the kings of the 11" Dynasty at Thebes succeeded in
overcoming the other kingdoms and uniting Egypt once again under one

government.

MIDDLE KINGDOM: 1991 - 1786 B.C.

While the Eleventh Dynasty united Egypt into one kingdom, the Twelfth
Dynasty consolidated and strengthened the kingdom so that it achieved a
form of stability.

1. Accomplishments of the Twelfth Dynasty.

a.

Political power.

These pharaohs curbed the power of the individual governors
by installing their own loyal nobles from Thebes.

Economic growth.
By the Twelfth Dynasty, the building of royal pyramids had
ceased. The resources of the country were now put to other

uses.

The pharaohs rebuilt canals, dikes and catch basins which
were so important to Egypt’s agricultural economy.

Military advances.

They expanded the military, sending expeditions into Nubia
in the south and into Palestine in the northeast.

Growth in trade: They organized regular trade with the
Minoans and the Phoenicians.

2. Entrance of Joseph and the Israelites.

It was during this period that Joseph became the Prime Minister of
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Egypt and, under his influence, the Israelites were allowed to settle in
the area of Goshen, on the eastern edge of the Delta.

Pharaoh Amenemhat Il might have been upon the throne of both
Upper and Lower Egypt while Joseph was in the house of Potiphar.
It could have been Amenembhat Il who had his butler and baker throne
into prison with Joseph.

Sesostris 11 became pharaoh in 1887 B.C. It may have been this new
pharaoh who released the butler restoring him to service in the court
while condemning the baker to death.

Two years later, Joseph was released from prison and instituted as the
Prime Minister of Egypt, second only to the Pharaoh. It is noteworthy
that the forces of Sesostris 111 were the first to campaign in Palestine,
raiding the region of “Sekmem in Retenu” (Shechem in Canaan).

Sesostris Il also invaded Nubia, bringing back such wealth that gold
became more common and therefore of less value than silver. When
Joseph’s brothers were accused of stealing a silver cup, it was the
most valuable one in the household. Sesostris Il reigned until the
year 1849 B.C., well after the Israelites had settled in Egypt.

As the years passed and the
Israelites began to prosper and
multiply, a new king came to
the throne of Egypt who was
suspicious of these foreigners.
There were several reasons for

these suspicions: g o Sinai o gEE
Peningula 1“

L4

a. They were foreigners.

The Egyptians were

very race conscious and
naturally looked upon foreigners with suspicion.

b. They were shepherds.

The wild border tribes who lived in the deserts around Egypt
were also shepherds. Shepherds were persona non grata in

Egypt.
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They lived in Goshen.

Goshen controlled the northeastern frontier. It was the
doorway to Egypt and whoever controlled Goshen had a
stranglehold on Egyptian security.

Religious differences.

The Israelites did not honor the gods of Egypt. They
sacrificed bulls which the Egyptians held to be sacred.

Amenembhet IlI.

Amenembhet 111 took the throne at the death of his father in 1849 B.C.
His primary achievement was in developing an irrigation system. He
ordered his officials at the Fortress of Senineh at the Second Cataract
to record the height of the Nile each year so that he could more
accurately plan for the economic needs of his country.

He developed a plan to irrigate the entire Fayum Basin, building a
wall 27 miles long to control the flood waters and adding 27,000
acres of farmland. The following song, praising his benevolent
accomplishments has been found:

He makes the two lands green more than a great Nile,

He has filled the two lands with strength. He is life, cooling
the nostrils.

The treasures which he gives are food for those who are in
his following;

He feeds those who tread his path.

The king is food and his mouth is increase.

As we read these words, we cannot help but wonder if this
preoccupation with the agricultural economy looked back to the
famine in the days of Joseph.

SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD: 1786 -

1567 B.C.

Egypt’s period of political strength did not last after the advent of the
Thirteenth Dynasty. The ineffectual reign of the Thirteenth Dynasty failed
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to provide any central authority. Before long, Egypt had split and Upper and
Lower Egypt were once again at war with each other.

Upon this scene, a dynasty of foreigners arose to take over the Delta region.
They were known to the Egyptians as Heka Khasewt (“Chieftains of a foreign
hill country”), but are known in history as the Hyksos (“Rulers of
Countries”). Manetho identified them as Phoenicians and Arabs. We know
only that they were Semitic foreigners.

1.

Identity of the Hyksos.

The Hyksos seem to have been a Semitic people who began filtering
into Egypt near the end of the Middle Kingdom, about the same time
that the Israelites were settling in Goshen. Though he was of no
relation to the Biblical patriarch of the same name, Breasted makes
mention of a Hyksos pharaoh named Jacob:

“The scarabs of a pharaoh who evidently
belonged to the Hyksos time give his name as Jacob-
her or possibly Jacob-el, and it is not impossible that
some chief of the Jacob-tribes of Israel gained the
leadership in this obscure age™ (1909:220).

If we are correct in viewing the Exodus as having taken place during
the 18" dynasty, then the Bible treats this Second Intermediate Period
as silent years, telling us nothing of the history of the period. On the
other hand, this may help to explain the strong anti-Semitic mood that
we see in the book of Exodus on the part of the Egyptians.

Conquest over Egypt.

With Egypt greatly weakened by the civil war, the Hyksos were able
to move in and take control of the leadership of Lower Egypt. They
were able to do this because of several military advantages.

The Egyptians were not advanced in the art of war. They fought
almost nude, carrying heavy, man-sized shields. Their two primary
weapons were the small axe and the light bow.

The Hyksos had the finest weapons in the world. They had come
down from Padam-aram where they had enjoyed much contact with
the Hittites who were the largest arms manufacturers in the ancient
world at that time. Thus, they came into Egypt with the latest in
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modern weaponry.

a. Body armor which the Hittites had obtained from the
Mycenaeans.

b. Long, slim swords and short daggers.

C. Powerful bows made of wood and horn.

d. The six-spoked, light, horse drawn chariot.

The result was the equivalent of matching a modern tank corps
against a tribe of African Bushmen.

Resistance at Thebes.

In spite of all their advances in warfare, the Hyksos did not succeed
in advancing past Thebes. A resistance movement at Thebes
managed to hold off the Hyksos for over a hundred years.

The Hyksos Dynasty.

The Hyksos now set up their own dynasty, ruling from Avaris. They
set up military garrisons all along the Nile to protect their new
holdings.

Other than this, they erected no monuments of which we are aware.
Quite the contrary, they burned many books and objects of art.

Egyptian inscriptions describe the Hyksos as being a destructive race,
matched only by the Assyrians for their cruelty. This is not too
surprising when we consider that the Hyksos and the Assyrians were
probably from the same stock. They are described as torturing their
captives, cracking heads open, smashing teeth, gouging eyes out and
hacking off arms and legs.

The Expulsion of the Hyksos.
During this period of Hyksos domination, the Theban nobles had not
been idle. Learning from their Semitic enemies, they began to train an

army in the use of the war chariot and the short sword.

a. Senekenre.
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Their leader was a Theban nobleman named Senekenre. He
was killed in one of the early battles and for a time the revolt
was quieted.

Kamoses.

The son of Senekenre was Kamoses. He was recognized as
the leader in Thebes and he decided to fight a naval battle
against the Hyksos. Gathering a fleet of warships, he sailed
down the Nile, meeting and defeating the Hyksos forces who
were poor sailors. The defeat of the Hyksos marked the
beginning of the New Kingdom in Egypt. The first and
greatest part of this period was ruled by the Eighteenth
Dynasty.

THE EIGHTEENTH DYNASTY

Egypt had beaten off the Hyksos in a major battle, but they still held onto
many of their garrisons and their capital at Avaris.

1.

Ahmoses (1570-1546 B.C.).

Ahmoses was the younger brother of Kamoses. After the death of his
brother, Ahmoses completed the systematic expulsion of the Hyksos,
driving them up into Palestine.

Returning to Egypt. Ahmoses found the country once again racked by
civil war. Putting down all opposition, Ahmoses made himself the
pharaoh of all Egypt.

Amenhotep | (1546-1526 B.C.).
Amenhotep was the son of Ahmoses. When he came to the throne

following his father’s death, he was faced with rebellion by the
Nubians in the south and the Libyans in the west.

Senekenre

[ | |
| Kamoses ‘ ‘ Ahmoses }—‘—{ Nofretari ‘

‘ Amenhotep 1 ‘

96



Egypt - The Land of the Nile

First, he marched south and defeated the Nubians, pushing them back
to the third cataract. Then he swung back around, conquering the
Libyans in the west.

Back in Egypt, Amenhotep proved himself to be an able
administrator. The government of Egypt was reorganized and order
began to be restored. No trace of the old feudalism of the past was left
in this reorganization. The rule of the pharaoh became absolute.
After 21 years of rule, he died and his son came to the throne.

3. Thutmoses | (1525-1512 B.C.).
During the first year of his reign, Thutmoses had to put down a revolt
in Nubia, marching all the way to the 4th cataract. Next, he led an

expedition into Palestine, setting a precedent in the years to come.

The chariot became a regular part of the Egyptian military at this
time (riding a horse was always repulsive to the Egyptians).

The pyramids
had long
since been
abandoned as
far too costly.
Thutmoses
began a new
tradition,
having a tomb
for himself -
built in an Entrance to the Valley of the Kings
area which

was to become known as the Valley of the Kings. Thebes lay on
the east bank of the Nile; the Valley of the Kings was on the west
bank, in the direction of the setting sun.?

The kings of the 18™, 19" and 20™ dynasties were buried here. A
second valley to the southwest became known as the Valley of the
Queens. It became the resting place of both queens, princes and other
nobility.

2 The modern name Luxor is said to have come from the Arabs who
referred to the great temples as el-Uqsur, “the palaces.”
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Thutmoses had no surviving male heirs, but he did have a daughter
named Hatshepsut and an illegitimate son who took for himself the
name Thutmoses Il, marrying Hatshepsut to legitimize his right to the
throne.

4, Thutmoses 11 (1512-1504 B.C.).

Thutmoses Il was only 20 years old when he came to the throne. He
was totally dominated by his energetic and ambitious wife. When the
Nubians revolted, Thutmoses Il stayed home while his army went out
and put down the revolt.

a. Moses.

If we are correct in dating the Exodus at 1446 B.C., then it
may well have been either Hatshepsut who found the child
Moses in the Nile River and who adopted him and raised him
as her own. On the other hand, there would have been other
daughters of the pharaoh who could have been possible
candidates for this identification.

Josephus tells of an account how it was Moses who let the
armies of Egypt to put down the revolt of the Nubians. The
fact that there is no mention of either Moses or the Exodus
from Egypt in any of the extant inscriptions should not
surprise us. The Egyptians did not record their own defeats
and would have carefully edited anything in the way of the
exodus event. A similar sort of denial was seen in the 2003
American invasion of Irag when the lraqi minister of
propaganda stood before the newsmen and announced that the
American forces had all been defeated in the desert. Two
minutes later, the American tanks rolled down the same street
where he stood.

Furthermore, James Hoffmeier points out that “the Nile Delta
where the Bible says the ancient Israelites lived has produced
no historical or administrative documents that might shed
light on any period.” ®

3 «Out of Egypt: The Archaeological Context of the Exodus;” Biblical
Archaeology Review, Vol 33, No 1; Jan-Feb 2007 Page 33.
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b. Quest for an heir.

Thutmoses Il and Hatshepsut had no legitimate sons, but they
did have two daughters. Thutmoses Il also had a son by a
concubine. This son took the name Thutmoses IlI.

Senekenre

[ | |
‘ Kamoses ‘ | Ahmoses }—‘—{ Nofretari ‘

‘ (Concubine) }—ﬁ Amenhotep 1 }—‘—i Ahhotep

‘ Mutnofret }——| Thutmoses 1 |——{ Ames ‘

‘ Isit Thutmoses 2 Hatshepsutl

| Thutmoses 3 ‘ ‘ Merytre H Nefrure l

Thutmoses 111 was still under age when his father died after a short
reign. Therefore his mother assumed the throne in his place, taking
the position of regent, but effectively acting as pharaoh and even
wearing the ceremonial beard of the pharaohs (Egyptians were clean-
shaven, so the wearing of a ceremonial beard was not unusual).

Hatshepsut (1503-1482).

Following the death of her husband, Hatshepsut ruled as the regent
for the next 21 years. She engaged in at least four military campaigns,
leading one of the campaigns herself. However, she is best
remembered for her peaceful quests to bring economic prosperity to

Egypt.

a. Building programs.

Hatshepsut built great monuments all over Egypt. Her
mortuary temple was carved out of the mountainside at
Thebes.

I have restored that which was ruins,

I have raised up that which was unfinished.

Since the Asiatics were in the midst of Avaris of the
northland,
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And the barbarians were in the midst of them,
Overthrowing that which has been made,
While they ruled in ignorance of Re. - Hatshepsut

She adorned the great temple of Karnak with four huge
granite obelisks, cut out of the quarries at Aswan and floated
down the Nile. One of them, which is still standing, is the
tallest in the whole of Egypt, being nearly ninety feet high.

Mortuary temple of Hatshepsut

International trade.

She also opened up the trade routes to other countries which
had been closed since the Hyksos domination. The reliefs at
the beautiful mortuary temple of Deir el-Bahri depict her
voyage to Punt and show an extremely fat queen of that land
as well as the plants and animals to be found there.

The decision of Moses.

It would have been at this time that Moses made a decision
which was to affect the rest of his life.

By faith Moses, when he had grown
up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; 25 choosing rather to endure ill-
treatment with the people of God, than to
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin: 26
considering the reproach of Christ greater
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riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was
looking to the reward. (Hebrews 11:24-26).

Moses could have lived a life of ease and luxury in the
palaces of Egypt. Instead, he chose to identify himself with
the people of Israel who were still enslaved in Egypt.

Thutmoses 111 (1482-1450).

There had been no love lost between Thutmoses Il and his step-
mother. The first thing he did upon her death was to destroy or
obliterate all of her monuments. We would know nothing of her at all
were it not for the fact that some of the concealing plaster had fallen
off certain monuments.

If Moses was still in
Egypt at this time, then
we could understand
how the incident of the
murder of the Egyptian
taskmaster might be all
that Thutmoses |l
needed in the way of an
excuse to rid himself of
this past rival.

Military
’Campaigns of
Thutmoses 11 has been Thutmoses m
called the Napoleon of
Egypt. Like Napoleon,
his mummy shows him
to have been a short
man in stature. Also
like Napoleon, he was the greatest military strategist that his country
ever produced. In a period of 19 years, he made 17 military
campaigns into Palestine and Syria, defeating the Kingdom of
Mitanni and beating the cities of Syria into submission. Unlike
Napoleon, he never lost a battle.

Amenhotep Il (1450-1425 B.C.).

Amenhotep Il was tall and broad in physique. He was reputed to be
one of the best charioteers in all of Egypt. It was said that no man
could draw his bow.
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a. Campaign into Palestine.

When the princes of Syria heard of the death of Thutmoses
I, they stopped payment of their annual tribute to Egypt.
Amenhotep Il personally led his army into Syria, crossing the
Orontes, crushing the revolt, and bringing the seven
ringleaders back to Thebes.

Here, he sacrificed them alive and hung the bodies of six of
them on the walls of the city. The seventh he sent to be
similarly arrayed on the walls of the southernmost fortress in
the south as a warning to the Nubians.

b. Building projects.

He entered into a vast building project including a court,
colossal statues, a funerary temple for himself and temples in
many other cities.

We have already noted that the Egyptian records make no mention of
Israel’s presence in Egypt of their exodus from that land. It is also
noteworthy that the Bible makes no mention of the name of the
pharaoh of the Exodus, even though elsewhere in the Scriptures there
are names given of various foreign kings. For example, in Genesis 14
we are told the names of a number of invading kings from the east.
Much later, in the days of Rehoboam, we are given the name of
Shishak, the Egyptian pharaoh who plunders the temple in Jerusalem.
But we are never given the name of the pharaoh of the Exodus. He
is described either as “the king of Egypt” or as “pharaoh.”

The term “pharaoh” is not a Hebrew word. It is Egyptian for “great
house” and was originally used for the royal palace. It was not until
the 18™ Dynasty of Egypt that the term came to be used as a
designation for the kings of Egypt. Hoffmeier observes that “from its
inception until the tenth century, the term *Pharaoh’ stood alone,
without juxtaposed personal name. In subsequent periods, the name
of the monarch was generally added on” (1999:87).

If we are to accept the chronology indicated in the Massoretic text,

then it seems that it would have been early in the reign of Amenhotep
I1 when Moses and Aaron entered his courts with the demand that the
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people of Israel be released. *

It was against this Egypt, an empire at the very peak of its glory and
strength — that the Lord sent the ten plagues which would leave
Egypt a ruin from which she would never fully recover.

There were three primary purposes that God had for sending these
terrible plagues upon Egypt.

e First, these were to be a judgment upon the false gods of
Egypt.

These plagues were directed specifically against the various
gods which Egypt worshiped

“For | will go through the land of
Egypt on that night, and will strike down all
the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man
and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt |
will execute judgment. | am the Lord.”
(Exodus 12:12).

So Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord
who delivered you from the hand of the
Egyptians and from the hand of Pharaoh, and
who delivered the people from under the hand
of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the Lord
is greater than all the gods  (Exodus 16:10-
11a).

...the Lord had also executed judgment
on their gods. (Numbers 33:4b).

The following chart is only a partial breakdown of the
Egyptian gods who were judged in the plagues.

% One of the major problems with the traditional date of the Exodus are the
references to the land of Rameses (Genesis 47:11) and the city of Rameses (Exodus 1:11;
12:37; Numbers 33:3-5). This city has been commonly identified as Pi-Rameses (“House
of Rameses”) and this city did not rise until 1275 B.C. There are several possible answers
to this dilemma. One is that the name might be an anachronism in the same way that we
speak of the early history of New York, even though its original name was New
Amsterdam. Another possibility is that there was a different city of the same name.
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Plagues Corresponding Deities of Egypt

Nile turned Hapi, spirit of the Nile.

to blood

Frogs Heqt, the god of resurrection had the
form of a frog.

Dust and Directed against the priests who were

Gnats required to be clean.

Flies in The Ichumeuman fly was considered a

swarms manifestation of the god Vatchit.

Death of Hathor, the mother goddess had the form

cattle of a cow.

Apis, the bull-god of Ptah was a symbol
of fertility.

Boils Imhotepwas was the god of medicine.
Sekhmet, a lion-headed goddess was
supposed to have the power to begin and
end plagues.

Hail Nut was the sky goddess.

Locusts Seth was the protector of crops.

Darkness Re was the sun god.

Death of The pharaoh himself was worshiped as a

firstborn god.

»  Secondly, the plagues were to encourage and build up Israel’s
faith.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to
Pharaoh, for | have hardened his heart and
the heart of his servants, that | may perform
these signs of Mine among them, 2 and that
you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of
your grandson, how | made a mockery of the
Egyptians, and how | performed My signs
among them; that you may know that | am the
Lord.”” (Exodus 10:1-2).

God had beaten Egypt when she was at her strongest. This
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was to teach Israel that the God they worshiped was the
omnipotent Lord of all creation.

Finally, the plagues served as a means of worldwide
evangelism.

“But indeed, for this cause | have
allowed you to remain, in order to show you
My power, and in order to proclaim My name
through all the earth.”” (Exodus 9:16).

When Joshua sent two spies to look over Jericho, they found
a woman named Rahab who had heard of what the Lord had
done to Egypt and who had become a believer (Joshua 2:6-9).
Hundreds of years later, the Philistines still remembered that
the God of Israel had brought plagues against Egypt (1

Samuel 4:8).

This is the God that we worship today. He is not a little God who can
only answer little prayers. He is not a God who has taken a long walk

and who hasn’t come back yet.
We worship a God who is there
and who is not silent and who has
intervened in history.

Egypt never fully recovered from
the disasters which she had met in
the ten plagues. From this point
onward, she would begin to
decline. His army devastated in
the Red Sea, Amenhotep Il never
again led a campaign out of the
boundaries of Egypt.

Thutmoses IV (1425-1417 B.C.).
Thutmoses IV remained on the
throne for only eight years, dying
at the young age of thirty.

His best known monument is a
stone which he erected between

Sphinx with monument stone

the paws of the Great Sphinx during the first year of his reign. On the
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stone he records how a prophet had appeared to him many years
before in a dream and told him that he would someday rule Egypt in
place of his older brother. He was also told that when he had become
a pharaoh, he must remove the mountain of sand which almost
covered the Sphinx. It is interesting to note that the older brother of
Thutmoses 1V would have died in the plague of the firstborn.

Thutmoses IV found himself facing the rising power of the Kingdom
of Mitanni, located on the plains of northern Syria. Instead of
attempting a dangerous war, Thutmoses entered into a political
alliance with Mitanni, sealing it with his marriage to Mutemwiya, a
princess of Mitanni. He also entered into a treaty with Babylon.

Thutmoses Il Merytre
Amenhotep Il Tye (Commoner)
[ |
(Older Brother) Thutmoses IV

Amenhotep 111 (1417-1379 B.C.).

The military power of Egypt continued to decline during the reign of
Amenhotep Ill. In fact, he conducted only one campaign during his
reign. The was against the Nubians in the fifth year of his reign.

The Tell el-Amarna Tablets date from his reign. Among these
inscriptions are a number of letters from the king of Jerusalem to
Amenhotep Il asking for help against invaders known as the Habiru.

The Habiru are plundering all the lands of the
king. If no troops come in this very year, then all the
lands of the king are lost. (King of Jerusalem).

The Habiru were not a specific racial group, but rather were thought
of as barbarians. These particular Habiru may have been the Israelites
under Joshua who were now moving into Canaan and taking the land.
Because of her military decline, Egypt made no attempt at
intervention.

Amenhotep Il went against tradition by marrying Tiye, the daughter
of a commoner. It was highly unusual for a commoner to be chosen
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as the wife of a pharaoh and Queen Tiye was expressly called the
First Wife of the King. They named their son and heir Amenhotep
V.

Akhenaton (1379-1362 B.C.).

Amenhotep IV has the

distinction of being the i';?f%
first pharaoh of Egypt to izl
be a monotheist. He ;ng
chose to worship only | 4=

one god Aton, the sun
god, as the creator and
sustainer of the universe.

a. Physique and
character.

Amenhotep IV
was a teenager
when he came to

the throne. The
Tell el-Amarna inscriptions show his physical appearance to
be sickly and effeminate. However,
his strong personality made up for
his week physique.

b. A new name.

He changed his name from
Amenhotep (“Amon s satisfied”) to
Akhenaton (“He who is beneficial to
Aton”).

C. Religious reform.

Aton was declared to be Egypt’s
national god and all other temples
were closed down. Anyone still
holding to the old gods was
pronounced a heretic. Akhenaton

Most of the priests of Egypt did not share in the support of the
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10.

new religion. The following power struggle brought Egypt to
the brink of civil war.

d. Incest.

When his wife, Nefertiti, fell into disgrace and was banished,
Akhenaton married his 13-year old daughter, Ankhesenpaton.

e. His death.

It seems that Akhenaton was killed in a revolt against the new
religion. The details of his death have been lost to history.

Akhenaton had no sons to succeed him, but he had seven daughters
who were married to various Egyptian nobles. Disputes over
succession arose and the country was plunged into civil war.

Tutankhamun (1361-1352 B.C.).

The civil war came to a close when the new husband of
Ankhesenpaton was placed upon the throne by the priests of Egypt.
The young king Tutankhaton was only nine years old. His bride and
gueen, Ankhesenpaton, was fourteen.

| Thutmoses 4 Mutemwiva

| Tiye Amenhotep 3 |

| Nefertiti Akhenaton |

| Smenkhkare H Meritaton | |AnkesenamonH Tutankhamun |

With the new boy-king and his bride upon the throne, Egypt returned
to modicum of stability.

a. Religious return.

The first order of business was to turn back to the traditional
religion of Egypt.

* Ankhesenpaton’s name was changed to the more
politically correct Ankhesenamun (“She lives for
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Amon”).
e Tutankhaton now became Tutankhamun (*Beautiful
is life in Amon”).

The new religion which had prospered under Akhenaton was
now outlawed. The name of Akhenaton was erased from the
official king list. His name and figure were struck from the
monuments.

Political strength.

The military prestige of Egypt had been lost and no attempt
was made to regain it at this time.

An archaeological treasure.

The tomb of Tutankhamun was discovered in 1922 by
Howard Carter. He had already dug methodically in the
Valley of the Kings for many years and had only one location
left to explore when his sponsor, Lord Carnarvon, decided to
pull out.

Carter sailed back to Britain and personally pleaded with Lord
Carnarvon for one more year, offering to pay all the expenses
himself and Carnarvon generously consented to underwrite
one more expedition. Within days of starting work the head
of a flight of steps was uncovered. Fearful of looters, Carter
covered them up again while waiting for Carnarvon to come
out from Britain by ship.

Together the two men pried a stone out of the blocking and
then Carter cautiously held a candle up to the opening and
peered into the tomb. “What do you see?” Carnarvon
demanded after a long silence.

“I see wonderful things!” Carter replied in a hushed whisper.
There was an enormous quantity of gold in the tomb. The
coffin alone weighed nearly a ton. Secular historians and
archaeologists had been used to dismissing the Biblical record
of the tabernacle as myth because it was thought that there
was not that much gold in all the world at that time. Now,
however, we see that in Egypt at least, there was plenty of
gold and other precious metals.
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11.

12.

d. Death.

Tutankhamun died after a short reign of only nine years. The
young king was 18 years old and had produced no heir to the
throne. Therefore his co-regent, Ay, tried to take the throne.

Ay (1352-1348 B.C.).

Although Ay had been the co-regent of Tutankhamun, his position on
the throne of Egypt was somewhat unstable. In order to secure that
position, he tried to marry Ankhesenamun, the wife of the late
pharaoh.

Queen Ankhesenamun had other ideas. She sent a letter to
Suppiluliumas, king of the Hittites, requesting that he send one of his
sons to Egypt to marry her and thereby become pharaoh. We have
recovered a portion of the letter.

My husband, Nibkhururia [the official name of
Tutankhamun], has recently died and I have no son.
But your sons, they say, are many. If you will send me
a son of yours, he shall become my husband.

After the Hittite king had thoroughly investigated the situation, a
Hittite prince was sent to Egypt. Before he arrived, his company was
ambushed and he was killed. Soon after this, Ankhesenaraun was
murdered.

Egypt now stood balanced on the brink of collapse. The last few
pharaohs had shown little interest in the administration and this only
served to add to the troubled situation. Only a small spark would
have been necessary to plunge Egypt into revolution and civil war.

Horemheb (1348-1320 B.C.).

Into this picture stepped a deliverer who was to prove strong enough
to stabilize the desperate situation. Horemheb was the Commander-
in-chief of the Egyptian army; he may also have been responsible for
the death of both the Hittite prince and his bride-to-be. Following the
assassination of Ay, he marched his army to Thebes where he had
himself crowned king. As pharaoh, he began a campaign designed to
restore to Egypt the power and prosperity that she had enjoyed in the
days of Thutmoses IlI.

110



Egypt - The Land of the Nile

Legal reforms.

He passed many new laws which would guarantee the
freedoms, the property and the privacy of the citizens of
Egypt. He set strict penalties for all violations of the law.

Military career.

He began a series of military campaigns to the south, designed
to drive back the Nubian tribes who had invaded the southern
frontier.

Economic policies.

He restored trade relations with the land to the south. This
trade had been disrupted during the reigns of Akhenaton and

Tutankhamun.

Horemheb died after a long reign and was succeeded on the
throne by the commander of the Egyptian army, Rameses.

NINETEENTH DYNASTY OF EGYPT (1320-
1200 B.C.)

The advent of Rameses marks the beginning of the 19th Dynasty of Egypt.
This family would rule over Egypt for the next 100 years.

1.

Rameses | (1320-1318 B.C.).

Rameses was an old man when he came to the throne. He died after
a short reign, and was succeeded by his son Seti.

Seti | (1318-1304 B.C.).

Seti began his reign with a project designed to build up the sagging
military. The Bedouin tribes in the Sinai desert had been threatening
the boarders of Egypt.

After driving back the Bedouins, Seti advanced northward along the
coast of Canaan, defeating several cities in northern Palestine and
Syria, including Tyre and Kadesh. It was only a matter of time before
the Egyptians clashed with the Hittites.
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When Seti did clash with the Hittites, the result was indecisive. A
temporary truce was made and both sides withdrew t prepare for
future warfare. When the war finally did come, it was not Seti who
was the pharaoh of Egypt, but his son, Rameses II.

Rameses Il (1304-1237 B.C.).

Rameses Il was to be the most colorful leader that Egypt ever
produced, not because of his great military prowess (which is
questionable) or even his building accomplishments (which are
extensive), but because he had an excellent public relations program.
He had monuments and statues of himself erected throughout Egypt
and even resorted to having his name placed upon existing statues.

a.

The Battle of Kadesh.

Early in his reign, Rameses personally led his army north to
meet the Hittites on the Orontes River, to the north of
Palestine. Near the city of Kadesh, he was hit by a surprise
attack that nearly wiped out the Egyptian army.

Rameses himself escaped and made it back to Egypt with the
remnants of his army. He staged a great triumphal entry,
declaring that he had defeated the Hittites by his own great
strength. Huge monuments were built to commemorate this
great Egyptian “victory.”

The results of the Battle of Kadesh.

The Battle of Kadesh had ended with an expensive stalemate
between the Egyptians and the Hittites. As a result, both
kingdoms pulled back, halting the expansion which had
brought them into conflict. Because of this resulting power
vacuum, Israel would be left free to grow up into a great
nation under Saul, David and Solomon.

Eventually, an Egyptian-Hittite treaty was agreed upon and
confirmed by the marriage of Rameses to a Hittite princess
and her elevation to the rank of “Royal Wife.”

Building programs.

Rameses conducted more building programs than any other
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pharaoh. These projects ranged from the Delta to Thebes and
included gigantic images of himself.

The beginnings of decline.

One interesting indication of decline during the reign of
Rameses began when the government fell two months behind
on the payment of wages. The Egyptian workers in Thebes
threw down their tools and walked off the job. They marched
to the Temple of Rameses and sat down outside the walls,
refusing to move until they were paid. This is the first
recorded labor strike in history and it lasted eight days. Other
strikes followed this initial one as discontent grew and people
took to robbing the royal tombs by night.

Merenptah (1236-1223 B.C.).

Since Rameses had outlived many of his 79 sons, it was his 13th son
who came to the throne under the name Merenptah.

a.

Conflict with Libyans.

In his fifth year, Merenptah repelled an attack of Libyans from
the west, driving them from the Delta which they had
attempted to enter.

The Merenptah Stele.

One of the earliest Egyptian references to Israel is seen in the
Merenptah Stele. It is a large granite stele, located in the
mortuary of Merenptah in Thebes. It is a poetic description
of the conquests of the pharaoh. Near the end of the text, it
lists the various cities and countries which had been invaded.

The princes are prostrate, saying,
“Mercy!”” Not one raises his head among the
Nine Bows. Desolation is for Tehenu; Hatti is
pacified; plundered is the Canaan with every
evil; carried off is Ashkeloni; seized upon is
Gezer; Yenoam is made as that which does
not exist; ISRAEL is laid waste, his seed is
not; Hurru is become a widow for Egypt.
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This inscription indicates that the tribes of Israel were already
a recognized entity in the land of Palestine at this time.

TWENTIETHDYNASTY OF EGYPT (1200-1085
B.C)

The years following the reign of Merenptah were times of civil strife. For a
time, there were two kings in Egypt, one ruling in the south at Thebes, and
the other in the north at the city of Rameses.

Finally, a ruler arose by the name of Sethnakht. His rule only lasted three
years, but he made certain that his son was able to take the throne upon his
death. Sethnakht is reckoned as the founder of the 20th Dynasty and his son
was Rameses III.

1.

Rameses I11 (1198-1166 B.C.).

Rameses Ill came to the throne at a time in history when the Dark
Ages were beginning to sweep over the ancient world. Indo-
European tribes had begun to migrate down into Greece from the
north, destroying the Mycenaean Civilization. They then poured
across the Hellespont and into Anatolia, shattering the Hittite Empire.

As the inhabitants of these lands saw these murdering invaders
marching down upon them, they quickly packed up and moved to the
south, eventually corning to Egypt. Finding themselves repulsed by
the Egyptians, they came to the realization that they were hemmed in
by enemies on either side. Choosing to fight the lesser of two evils,
they regrouped and attacked Egypt.

Rameses 11 refers to these invaders as the “Sea Peoples.” Their force
was made up of Minoans, Mycenaeans, Hittites, and even Berber
tribes from the west who sought to take advantage of this opportunity.
He had two decisive advantages in the Battle of the Sea Peoples
which was fought in the Delta:

a. Superior weapons.
The invaders had only swords, spears and, shields. Chariots

were of little practical use in the marshes of the Delta.
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The Egyptian army had reorganized into a system much like
the later Persian army in that it had a huge archery corps.
Thus, they were able to kill many of the enemy before they
were even within striking distance.

b. Naval maneuverability.

The ships of the Sea Peoples were powered only by salils,
while the Egyptian vessels were powered by both oars and
sails. The were able to out-maneuver the invading ships.

Because of these two factors, Rameses 111 was successful in driving
back the invaders from the north. However, he had paid a dear price.
Egypt was completely exhausted by the war. Weakened as she was,
she was riot able to reassert her authority in Palestine. In compromise,
she invited the Sea Peoples to settle among the Philistines, thereby
making them a buffer-state to the outside world.

2. Decline of the 19th Dynasty.

Every pharaoh of the 19" Dynasty to succeed Rameses Il took for
himself the great name of Rameses, that being their only claim to
fame. The remainder of this dynasty saw Egypt decline as a world
power.

THE THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (1085-
712 B.C.)

The end of the 20™ Dynasty saw a new low era for Egypt as the country
disintegrated into anarchy with first one and then another outsider rose to
power.

1. Treaty with Israel.
Solomon made a treaty with Egypt, sealing it by a diplomatic
marriage with a daughter of Siamun, the reigning pharaoh. The city
of Gezer was given to Solomon as a dowry.
Normally it was the practice of the pharaohs to receive the daughters

of other rulers into their own harem. For Solomon to take the
pharaoh’s daughter as his wife indicated that Israel was being treated
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as a political superpower.
2. Pharaoh Shishak and the Invasion of Israel.

Shishak, a chief of the Libyans, was also the founder of the 22nd
Dynasty. Rising to power at the death of a previous pharaoh, he
managed to bring all of Egypt under his rule by appointing one of his
sons as the high priest.

He granted refuge to Jeroboam, a political refugee from Israel, and
learned of the divisive attitudes that were growing in Israel.

Shortly after the nation of Israel divided, Shishak invaded the
Southern Kingdom under Rehoboam.

Now it came about in the fifth year of King
Rehoboam, that Shishak the king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem.

And he took away the treasures of the house of
the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house, and he
took everything, even taking all the shields of gold
which Solomon had made. (I Kings 14:25-26).

The south wall at the Temple of Amon in Karnak names many of the
towns in Palestine which were plundered in this invasion.

3. Later Dynasties.

The later Dynasties of Egypt were still weaker. For a time, Ethiopia
ruled over Egypt and an Ethiopian pharaoh sat upon the throne.
During the days of Asa, the armies of the Ethiopians attempted to
invade Judah, but were driven back with heavy casualties (2
Chronicles 14:9-13).

The Third Intermediate Period ended, but instead of bringing a time
of strength, it brought further troubles for Egypt. This was the Era of
the Empires. A steady succession of empires now arose from Assyria,
Babylon, Persia and finally Greece. Armies from each of these
empires would march across Egyptian soil until Egypt would become
a mere vassal state.

As we close, we are reminded of the words on an inscription which appears
on the pedestal of a shattered statue, attested in a poem by Shelley. In an
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attempt to awe the world with its might, it serves to remind us that all such
strength is fleeting.

I met a traveler from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed.

And on the pedestal these words appear:
“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings;
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare
The lone and level sands stretch far away.
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ISRAEL IN EGYPT AND
THE WILDERNESS

When Israel was a youth | loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son. (Hosea 11:1).

The Exodus Event is perhaps the most significant single event in the Old
Testament. It represented, not only the birth of the nation of Israel, but the
very redemption of God’s covenant people. There are three things which are
necessary for the formation of any nation that is to call itself a nation.

1. A People: For anation to exist, there must be citizens who will make
up that nation.

2. A Constitution: Just a group of people is not enough to make a
nation. They must have some type of constitution to bind them
together, or else they are just a lawless mob without purpose or unity.

3. A Land: Those people must have a certain geographical area which
they inhabit and which limits the boundaries of their domain.

In the first section of the book of Exodus, we see God’s acquisition of His
people from the land of Egypt. In the rest of the book of Exodus, we see God
giving the constitution of the new nation. When we come to the book of
Joshua, we find the taking of the land.

ISRAEL IN EGYPT

The birth of Israel is especially unusual in that it took place within the womb
of a hostile nation. Egypt was a reluctant mother who sought to retain and to
rule over her hated son.

1. The Entrance of Israel into Egypt (1876 B.C.).
In the latter chapters of Genesis, we have the record Of Israel’s

entrance into the land of Egypt. According to the Massoretic Text,
this would have taken place during the 12th Dynasty of Egypt.
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The 12" Dynasty was an extremely prosperous period of Egypt’s
history. The pharaohs of this dynasty concentrated on building both
a strong military and a strong economy. Thus, when Joseph became
the Prime Minister of Egypt, he would have been one of the most
powerful men in the ancient world.

The village of Beni Hasan lies 150 miles south of Cairo on the east
bank of the Nile. Within one of the cliff tombs of that area is a tomb
dating to this period. Within is a large wall painting in which two
Egyptian officials are meeting with a procession of Asiatics. The
hieroglyphics state that 37 Asiatics are coming to trade in eye-
makeup. Their chief is named “Abishai.” The men are bearded and
accompanied by donkeys and other animals. All of the adults wear
garments with elaborate designs.

2.

Beni Hasan Mural, 19th Century B.C.

The Israelites Enslaved (1846 B.C.).

Only 30 years after Israel’s entrance into Egypt, a new pharaoh came
to the throne who was not favorable to the Israelites who were now
living in Goshen.

Jacob had already died by this time, but Joseph was still living. This
is why the Israelites had been free to bury Jacob in Canaan but had to
place Joseph’s corpse in a coffin in Egypt.

We must also be reminded that at this early date, the tribe of Israelites
was very small. There had only been 75 people in the entire tribe
when they entered Egypt. Therefore, it was no big thing for them to
be enslaved.

The Hyksos Dynasties (1674-1567 B.C.).

Following the end of the 12th Dynasty, Egypt was ruled by several
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weak, petty kings who managed to divide and weaken Egypt.

The result was that Egypt was left vulnerable to outside attack. This
attack came in the form of the invasion of a Semitic people known as
the Hyksos. Using superior weapons and military tactics, the Hyksos
overwhelmed the Egyptians and set up their own dynasty, ruling over
Egypt for the next 100 years.

The 15th and 16th Dynasties of Egypt were Hyksos. They began their
official reign in Egypt with the fall of Memphis in 1674 B.C.

The 18th Dynasty (1567 B.C.).

Finally, after many years of war, the Egyptians succeeded in driving
the Hyksos from the land of Egypt.

The kings of the 18th Dynasty now proceeded to embark on an era of
conquest and during the next 100 years they proceeded to make Egypt
the strongest nation in the world. It was at this peak of military
strength that God chose to deliver Israel out of bondage in Egypt.

A Growing Anti-Semitism.

The Hyksos had been Semitic. Although they had been driven out of
Egypt, the Israelites were still in the land and, to the Egyptian way of
thinking, there was little difference between Israelites and Hyksos.

To make matters worse, the Israelites lived in Goshen and thus held
the “back door” to Egypt. It was important that they not be allowed
to become too strong, lest they become another source of conflict.

The answer to this problem was the same answer that was used by
Hitler in the 1940’s. A decree was made that all Hebrew male
children be put to death. It was in this situation that Moses was born.

THE EARLY CAREER OF MOSES

Although born as the third child to a poor Hebrew family, a social outcast and
condemned from birth, God preserved Moses through a magnificent process
of events to become the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.
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Birth and Infancy.

Moses was born in troubled times. The pharaoh of Egypt had issued
a decree that all newborn Hebrew males were to be killed. Moses
was hidden at first by his parents and then placed in a box of reeds
and set to drift of the Nile River. There he was found by one of the
daughters of the Pharaoh who had come down to bathe. It is even
possible that this daughter was Hatshepsut. She had no children of her
own, so she would have taken this Hebrew infant and raised him as
her own, giving him the name Moses, which means “one drawn out.”
As a pagan Nile worshiper, she perhaps attributed this infant to a gift
from the Nile River.

Education.

There is only one verse in all of the Bible which even mentions the
education of Moses in Egypt. “And Moses was educated in all the
learning of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and
deeds.” (Acts 7:22).

Moses was given the finest education available in what was at that
time the most advanced nation on earth. This would have included
math, astronomy, engineering, literature and military science.

His teachers had all of the learning of the engineers who designed the
pyramids and the sphinx. Notice that the fame of Moses was both “in
words and deeds.”

Josephus, the Jewish historian who lived in the days of the New
Testament, tells a story of an invasion of Ethiopian tribes to the south
which threatened to overwhelm the land of Egypt. According to
Josephus, it was Moses who led the armies of Egypt southward to
meet the Ethiopian hordes, driving them back to their own lands.

The Decision of Moses.

“But when he was approaching the age of
forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons
of Israel.” (Acts 7:23).

The children of Israel had settled in the area of Goshen, located on the
eastern side of the Delta region of Egypt. They lived here in their own
villages because the Egyptians did not hold to integration. To the

121



Israel in Egypt & the Wilderness

contrary, they were perhaps the most bigoted segregationists in all of
history.

Though he had been raised as an Egyptian, there came a day when
Moses decided to visit the people of Israel.

I think that it was at this time that Moses began to learn of the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He heard the promises that had been
given to these people. And, having heard this message, Moses made
a decision.

By faith Moses, when he had grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the
people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of
sin; 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking
to the reward.”” (Hebrews 11:24-26).

Moses made a decision to reject his Egyptian heritage. This man was
“the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” and possibly the crown prince of
Egypt. Yethe gave itall up. And for what? To be identified with a
group of slaves without homes or possessions, a people who had
nothing but a promise.

The Murder.

It was some time after this that another event took place in the life of
Moses that was to become a turning point in his life.

Now it came about in those days, when Moses
had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and
looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian
beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 So he
looked this way and that, and when he saw there was
no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand.” (Exodus 2:11-12).

Moses had already made one decision. He had already decided to
throw in his lot with the Israelites. Now, he comes upon an injustice.
An Egyptian is beating a Hebrew. Moses makes another decision.
He decides to stop the injustice permanently.
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“And he supposed that his brethren under-
stood that God was granting them deliverance
through him; but they did not understand.” (Acts
7:25).

Somehow Moses had come to recognize that God was going to use
him in delivering the Israelites. He had heard the promises to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that the people of Israel would be delivered
from Egypt. He recognized that God had chosen him and protected
him. And so, he figures that this is as good a time as any to begin the
work of deliverance.

Do you see what he was doing? He was trying to do God’s work in
his own way. He was very sincere. But he was sincerely wrong.
Being sincere is never a substitute for righteousness. It is true that
God is going to use Moses to deliver the people of Israel. But it will
not be by Moses’s strength or power or wisdom that this will be
accomplished.

Flight to Midian.

Moses had thrown in his lot with the hated Israelites and no longer
had the throne of Egypt to protect him. If our chronology is correct,
then this murder took place near the end of the reign of Hatshepsut as
Thutmoses Il was soon coming to the throne. Already as vice-regent
under his stepmother, he posed a threat to the life of Moses.

The Biblical account specifically states that “when Pharaoh heard of
this matter, he tried to kill Moses™ (Exodus 2:15). Merrill makes this
observation

“That the pharaoh himself took note of what
would otherwise have been a relatively minor incident
suggests that this particular pharaoh had more than
casual interest in ridding himself of Moses”
(1987:62).

Is it possible that Thutmoses Il saw Moses as a possible rival to the
throne and therefore sought to use this opportunity to he rid of him?
We must be careful not to jump to conclusions, but we can
nevertheless note that it would not be until after the death of
Thutmoses 11 that Moses would feel free to return to Egypt (Exodus
2:23).
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Moses was forced to
flee Egypt. He sought
refuge in Midian, the
wilderness lands to the
east of the Gulf of
Agaba.

The Anastasi Papyri are
made up of official
reports from the
Egyptian border
authorities and
demonstrate the tight
control which the held
over the Egyptian
border.

e Anastasi Il
records the daily

border crossings of immigrants during the reign of Pharaoh

Mernptah.

* Anastasi VI records the passage of an entire tribe from Edom
into Egypt during a drought.

*  Anastasi V describes the escape of two slaves from the royal
palace at Pi-Rameses. The Egyptian commander of the
boarder writes the following:

In life, prosperity, health! In the favor of
Amon-Re, King of the gods, and of the ka of
the King of Upper and Lower Egypt... | was
sent forth... at the time of evening, following
after these two slaves... When | reached the
fortress, they told me that the scouts had come
from the desert, saying that they had passed
the walled place north of the Migdol of Seti
Merne-Ptah. (BAR Jan/Feb 1999).

Though these date after the 18™ Dynasty, they reflect the control over
the boarders of Egypt in Biblical times.
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THE PLAGUES

If we are correct in our understanding of the Biblical and Egyptian
chronologies, then Thutmoses 111 had died by the time that Moses returned to
Egypt and his son, Amenhotep Il was now the pharaoh of Egypt. He had just
returned from a successful military campaign in northern Palestine and he sat
now as the king of the mightiest nation on the face of the earth.

When he refused to allow the Israelites to leave Egypt, the Lord sent ten

successive plagues against the land.

HBOoo~NOA~LDE

0.

Blood (Exodus 7:14-25).

Frogs (Exodus 8:1-15).

Lice (Exodus 8:16-19).

Insects (Exodus 8:20-32).

Cattle (Exodus 9:1-7).

Boils (Exodus 9:8-12).

Hail (Exodus 9:13-34).

Locusts (Exodus 10:1-20).

Darkness (Exodus 10:21-29).

Death of the firstborn (Exodus 11-12).

Notice that there is an increase in severity throughout the plagues. They begin
with discomfort and move on to suffering, followed by destruction and death.

The first nine plagues can be arranged into three groups of three plagues each.

Plagues Effects Initiator
1-3 Loathsome Inflicted by the hand of
Aaron using the rod
4-6 Painful Inflicted by the hand of
the Lord
7-9 Destructive beyond anything Inflicted by the hand of
ever before experienced in Egypt | Moses

The first three plagues were upon all of the inhabitants of Egypt. By contrast,
the last six plagues fall only upon the Egyptians and do not directly affect the

Israelites.
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MOSES VERSUS PHARAOH

Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, | make you as
God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your
prophet. (Exodus 7:1).

Exodus presents a contest between the God of Israel versus the gods of Egypt
and a contest between Moses versus Pharaoh.

Yahweh versus Gods of Egypt

Moses versus Pharaoh

For Moses to meet with Pharaoh, it must follow that Moses is on the same
level with Pharaoh. How was Pharaoh viewed in ancient Egypt? He was
viewed as a god.

There was a hierarchy of position in the ancient world. The highest position
was that of a god. Next was that of a prophet. Then came the priest. Finally
came all of the other people.

There is a sense in which both Aaron and Moses are commissioned to act the
part of a higher office than is their own.

e Moses the prophet acts the part of God to Aaron and to Pharaoh.
» Aaron the priest acts the part of a prophet.

“Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and
it shall come about that he shall be as a mouth for you, and
you shall be as God to him.”” (Exodus 4:16).

Moses gets a temporary promotion along with Aaron. Moses will act in the
place of God to Aaron and Aaron will act in the place of prophet.

Accordingly, it becomes readily apparent that Moses has been prepared in his
past and upbringing to act the part of God to Pharaoh. This becomes clear as
we take note of the Egyptian mythology and beliefs.

The hero of the Egyptian pantheon was the god Horus who had the head of
a bird. He was the god of the underworld. In most mythologies, this would
have made him a dark, brooding villain, but Egypt’s concept of the afterlife
made him an admirable hero.
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Seth —| Nephthys Isis Osiris
(Evil god)
Horus
(Heroic god of
underworld)

The birth story of Moses is echoed in Egyptian mythology. The exposed
infant motif follows a regular story in which the parents are unable to keep
the child and he is exposed to the elements. But instead of starving to death,
he is found by one who takes care of him (Edipus, Romulus and Remus,
Sargon the Great). However, only in the Moses and Horus stories is the
placing of the child on the water an attempt to save the child. In Egyptian
mythology, Seth attempts to put Horus to death. Isis tries to save him by
fleeing to Buto where she keeps Horus hidden in the papyrus marshes.

In the Moses story, the Pharaoh takes the place of Seth, the evil god. Horus
is pictured in a stella triumphing over dangerous animals as he holds the tail
of a snake in his hand. In another, Horus holds a staff with the head of a
snake.

The Hyksos tell a story of a magician who was able to take a wax figure and
turn it into a crocodile and then catch it in his hand so that it would again
become wax.

God challenges Pharaoh on his own turf. “You think that your gods and
magicians can accomplish all of these terrific miracles. 1 will accomplish

them before your eyes and show you that | am God rather than Pharaoh or the
false gods of Egypt.”

A SUMMARY OF THE EXODUS

The Exodus is likened in the Scripture as the birth of a child. The prophet
Hosea gives this analogy.
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When Israel was a youth | loved him,
And out of Egypt I called My son. (Hosea 11:1).

The birth of the nation of Israel was unlike the birth of any other nation in
history. It was a supernatural birth.

1.

The Supernatural Growth of the Child in the Womb of Egypt.

Only 70 Israelites went down into Egypt in 1876 B.C. (75 including
Joseph and his family). 430 years later, 2 million Israelites come out.
There is no other place in the ancient world that this spectacular
growth could have taken place because only Egypt had the natural
resources to feed such a large group.

The Supernatural Preservation of the Child in the Womb of Egypt.

We have already mentioned the political power of the 16™ Dynasty of
Egypt. The armies of this dynasty had marched through Canaan all
the way to the Euphrates River. Egypt was the most powerful country
in the world.

Furthermore, Egypt is a very reluctant mother. She does not like this
growth which is springing up inside her and she seeks to destroy it.

A decree is issued that all of the male Hebrew children are to be
killed. This solution to the “Jewish problem” is unsuccessful and
Egypt fails in her attempted abortion.

The Supernatural Birth of the Child from the Womb of Egypt.

Now that the fetus is fully formed, it becomes time for the birth of the
new nation of Israel. However, Egypt continues to be a reluctant
mother. She does not want to give birth to this child which has grown
within her.

Therefore the Lord brings upon her the travail of the ten plagues so
that she must give birth in spite of herself.

The Supernatural Protection of the Child once it has been born.
Once Israel comes out of Egypt, she is utterly defenseless. She has no
chariots or military establishment to protect herself from outside

attack. Furthermore, Egypt is still trying to destroy her. When Israel
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finds herself trapped by Egypt at the Red Sea, she faces the greatest
army of the ancient world. Egypt has the biggest chariot corps, the
most modern weaponry and the sharpest crack troops of any military
establishment in existence. Thus, when Israel comes out victorious
through the Red Sea while Egypt is destroyed, only God can receive
the glory (Deuteronomy 4:32-34).

THE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA

1.

The Place of the crossing of the Red Sea has come under increased
scrutiny in recent years and a number of theories have arisen in
attempting to locate the geography of the movement of the Israelites..

a. The Lakes East of the Delta.

Much ado has been made about the fact that the Hebrew
Scriptures have

the Israelites
crossing the Yam
Suph (literally,
“Sea of Reeds”).
It is argued that
this must refer to
one of the
marshy lakes that
lay between the
Red Sea and the
Mediterranean.
This view is
often made to
say that these
lakes were very
shallow and that
the lIsraelites

were able to
wade across
while the heavy chariots of the Egyptians became stuck in the
soft mud of the marsh. The problem is that the designation
Yam Suph was well known to the Hebrews as referring, not to
a marshy lake, but to the body of water we know as the Red
Sea.
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The Gulf of Elath.

Another view identifies the Yam Suph as the Gulf of Elath,
located to the northeast of the Nile Delta. There is a narrow
strip of land that curves out into the Mediterranean. The
problem with this view is that the Bible expressly says that
Israel did not take the route known as “the way of the
Philistines” (Exodus 13:17).

The Red Sea.

The Bible continues to speak of the Yam Suph in a way that
is an obvious reference to the Red Sea. In 1 Kings 9:26,
Solomon is said to have built a fleet of ships on the shore of
the Yam Suph. It is unlikely that these ships were located in
some desert marshes or any other small body of water.

The Gulf of Agaba.

This view has the Israelites going through the Sinai Desert
and then crossing the relatively narrow area on the south end
of the Gulf of Agaba. This portion of the gulf has something
of an underwater land bridge and is only about 150 feet deep
as opposed to the 1000 foot depth on either side.

One problem with this view is that the Israelites would not
have had enough time to leave Migdol at the border of Egypt,
avoid the way of the Philistines, and then arrive at the Gulf of
Agaba, cross that portion of the Red Sea, and then spend
another three days in the wilderness of Shur, camping at Elam
and then leaving there to go to the wilderness of Sin in the
allotted time.

Another problem with this view is that we are specifically
told that the Israelites had to make a detour around the land of
the Edomites in order to go from the Sinai Wilderness to the
land of Moab. If they had been wandering in the Arabian
Desert, this detour would have been unnecessary at this time,
but they would instead have been forced to take this detour to
approach the area of Kadesh-Barnea.

Gordon Franz points out why we can know that Mount Sinai
was outside the Land of Midian: In Exodus 18, Moses and the

130



Israel in Egypt & the Wilderness

Israelites are camped at ““the Mountain of God" (Mt. Sinai)
when Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, visits them. Verse 27 says,
"Then Moses let his father-in-law depart [from Mt. Sinai],
and he went his way to his own land [Midian].” *

When the Bible describes the actual parting of the waters of the Red
Sea, there are several interesting factors which are mentioned.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea; and the Lord swept the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land, so the

And the sons of Israel went through the midst
of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a
wall to them, on their right hand and on their left.

Notice that the parting of the water was directly caused by the “strong
east wind.” The prevailing winds in that area are normally from the
west. An east wind comes off the desert and brings heavy dust. In
this case, it must have been a very localized wind to drive back the
waters at the precise place that Israel could cross.

Although the waters were parted on the “right hand and on their left,”
we must not infer that the path through the sea was a narrow hall as
has been portrayed in modern movies. The indication is that the entire
tribe of Israel numbering many hundreds of thousands passed through
in the space of a single night. If this is so, then the parting of the sea
might well have been up to a mile wide so that all could make the

The chariot corps of Egypt took off through the Red Sea in pursuit of

And He caused their chariot wheels to swerve,

! Paper presented at the ETS / NEAS meeting Thursday, November 15,

2. The Means of Parting the Waters.
waters were divided.
(Exodus 14:21-22).
crossing.
3. The Destruction of Pharaoh’s army.
Israel. Here, they ran into trouble.
2001.
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and He made them drive with difficulty... (Exodus
14:25a).

A traffic jam took place on the sea bottom. Before they could retreat,
the sea returned to its normal state, covering chariot and soldier alike
so that all were lost.

THE MOSAIC COVENANT

With the escape of the Israelites into the Sinai Wilderness, the first step in the
formation of the nation was completed. Next, the Lord moves to give the
Israelites a constitution which will bind them together and unify them as a
nation. Upon arrival at Mount Sinai, the Lord entered into a constitutional
covenant with Israel. There were five parts to this covenant.

1. The Preamble.

Just as the Constitution of the United States of America has a
Preamble which states the purpose of that Constitution, so in Exodus
19:5-6 we have the Preamble to the Israelite Constitution designed by
God.

“Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own
possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is
Mine; s and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.” These are the words that you
shall speak to the sons of Israel.” (Exodus 19:5-6).

In these verses, we see God’s purpose and plan for the nation of
Israel. It was a threefold plan.

a. A Possession.
First, Israel is to be a possession belonging to the Lord. She
will be valued above the other nations of the earth, even
though they all belong to the Lord.

b. A Kingdom of Priests.

Secondly, Israel is to be a kingdom of priests. A priest is one
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who acts as an intermediary between man and God. The way
of access to the Lord will now be through the sons of Israel.
There will be no access to God apart from the priesthood of
God’s special nation.

A Holy Nation.

Finally. Israel will be a nation completely set apart from the
other nations of the world as a holy nation to the Lord.

It is toward these three goals that all of the commands in the Mosaic
Law are directed. These three goals are ultimately fulfilled in Jesus
Christ and in His church. All of these qualities are ascribed both to
Jesus and to His body, the united assembly of covenant believers.

The Decalogue.

When we speak of the Decalogue, we are referring to the Ten
Commandments given in Exodus 20:1-17. They express the eternal,
moral and righteous will of God.

1)

)

©)

(4)

No other gods.

Israel was to be set apart from the other nations of the world
in that she was to be monotheistic worshiping only the one
true God.

No idols.

The language of this passage does not necessarily forbid
statues or paintings as long as they are not objects of worship.

God’s name.

It is declared sinful to use the name of Yahweh irresponsibly
or in profane speech.

The Sabbath.

The keeping of the Sabbath was the sign of the Mosaic
Covenant (Exodus 31:13-17).

The sign of the Noahic Covenant was the rainbow.
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()

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

The sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was circumcision.
The signs of the New Covenant are the Lord’s Supper and
baptism.

By working six days and resting on the seventh, Israel gave
outward symbolic indication that she had entered into a
covenant relationship with the Creator who had originally
worked six days and rested on the seventh.

Respect for parents.

This command contains with it a promise, a prolonged life as
the reward for obedience.

No murder.

This is in the pi’el stem in the Hebrew, giving what would
normally refer to killing. However, the intensive form that if
found here signifies murder. This isacommand that protects
the individual’s right to life.

No adultery: This command protects the individual’s
marriage and family.

No stealing:  This command protects the individual’s
personal property.

No false witness: This command. protects the individual’s
reputation. It is also a call for truth.

No coveting:  All of the previous commands deals with
outward actions. This one deal with an inward attitude.

The first four commandments deal with Israel’s relationship with
Yahweh and give reasons for each command.

These first four commands are completely unique to this constitution.
No other society in the ancient world recognized laws similar to these
since it was unthinkable to have only one God.

The last six commandments deal with principles of morality in man’s
relationship to other men. These are laws common to any society
which recognizes basic establishment principles. This is why no
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explanation of them is necessary.

The Judgments.

The Judgments (Mishpatim) were the laws which governed the social
laws of Israel (Exodus 21-24). They were case laws which further
developed the Decalogue. Each one begins with an “if” clause (“If
you do this, then you will do that...).

The Religious Regulations.

The Religious Laws (Exodus 25 - Numbers 12) are designed to
enable Yahweh to establish His rule over His people as their King.
These laws establish the Theocratic State, with its various outward
symbols.

a.

The Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant.

The Tabernacle was an elaborate tent which served as a
portable temple for the Lord. It had an outer court where
sacrifices could be offered, and the tent itself which was
further divided into the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. At
the center of this innermost sanctum was the Ark of the
Covenant.

The Ark was a wooden box overlaid with gold and having a
solid gold cover known as the Mercy Seat. This Mercy Seat
symbolized the throne of the King. The shekinah glory of
Yahweh would reside upon the mercy seat. The Ark was kept
in the Holy of Holies within the Tabernacle. Therefore, the
Tabernacle was the capital of the King. It was the center of
government as well as the center of religion.

The Priests.

They served as the mediators who would offer sacrifices on
behalf of the people, taking their prayers before Yahweh.

The Sacrifices.
These were designed to keep the people in a state of purity,
enabling a holy God to remain in the midst of a contaminated

people.
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It was always to be through the shedding of the blood of an
innocent substitute that the Sinless King was able to reside in
the midst of His sinful people.

All of these Religious Laws served an even more fundamental
purpose of pointing to the Messiah who was to come. They picture
the person of Jesus who became flesh and “tabernacled” among us.
They picture our great High Priest who entered heaven itself with His
own blood. And they picture the One who is the Sinless Lamb of God
who was offered to bear the sins of the world.

THE MOSAIC COVENANT & THE SUZERAIN
TREATIES

In recent years, archaeologists have discovered various types of treaties from
the ancient world. One form which was often used by the Hittite kings and
their vassals is known as the Suzerain Treaty.

The Hittite Suzerain Treaties always followed a prescribed format. Upon
closer examination, this format is to be found in striking parallel to the format
of the Mosaic Covenant as outlined in the book of Deuteronomy.

1.

The Preamble.

The Suzerain (the king). identifies himself as the author of the
proposed covenant in such a way as to inspire fear and awe in his
vassal.

The regulations which the great prince of
Hatti, Hattusiles, the powerful, the son of Mursilis,
the great prince of Hatti, the powerful, the son of
Suppiluliumas, the great prince of Hatti, the powerful.

In the Mosaic Covenant, Yahweh identifies Himself and shows His
relationship to Israel’s genealogy, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He also
shows His greatness in conquering Israel’s enemies (Exodus 20:1;
Deuteronomy 1:1-5).

The Historical Prologue.

The Suzerain describes in detail the previous relationship between
himself and his vassal. A great emphasis is placed upon the deeds of
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kindness of the Suzerain toward his vassal so that the vassal finds
himself obligated to be loyal to his Suzerain.

In the Mosaic Covenant, the Lord recalls how He has brought Israel
out of Egypt and how, in spite of her constant rebellion, has fought
for Israel and protected her, caring for her in the wilderness. He goes
on to show how He still intends to give her the land of Canaan for a
possession (Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 1:6; 3:29).

The Stipulations.

These are obligations which are imposed upon and accepted.
They usually include the following by the vassal demands.

a. The Suzerain prohibits foreign relationships outside his own
empire.

b. The Suzerain prohibits oppression by one of his vassals over
another.

C. The vassal must aid the Suzerain in any military endeavor in

which he partakes.

d. The vassal is not to take in any refugees from other countries.

e. The vassal must appear before the Suzerain once a year.

f. Controversies between vassals must be settled by the
Suzerain.

Each of these stipulations finds its counterpart in the Mosaic
Covenant (Exodus 20-31; Deuteronomy 4-26).

Deposit and Public Reading of the Covenant.

A provision is made for the deposit of a copy of the covenant in the
vassal’s sanctuary or temple. Since the treaty was so involved with
the witness of deities, it was regarded as a religious object and
therefore was kept in the temple.

There was also a provision made for the public reading of the
covenant terms to the people (Exodus 25:16; 34:1, 26-29;
Deuteronomy 10:1-5; 31:9-13).
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Witnesses.

Just as legal contracts were witnessed by a. number of people in the
community, so the gods were thought to act as witnesses to the
international covenants.

Naturally, the gods of paganism are not found in the Mosaic
Covenant, so there are alternate witnesses to take their places.

a. Memorial stones (Exodus 24:4; Joshua 24:27).

b. The song of Moses (Deuteronomy 31:16-30; 32:1—47).

C. The Book of Law (Deuteronomy 31:26).

Curses and Blessings.

The treaty was not merely a legal document to be enforced by the
Suzerain. It was a religious document. It was the gods who had served
as witnesses who were to punish the vassal if he broke the treaty.
Curses were invoked upon the vassal which were to become activated
if he broke the treaty. Blessings were invoked upon him if he was
faithful to the terms of the covenant.

In the Mosaic Covenant, the order of the curses and blessings are

reversed. Blessings are first described and then the cursings
(Leviticus 26:3-33; Deuteronomy 28:1-68).

FAILURE AT KADESH-BARNEA

After leaving Mount Sinai, the Israelites traveled to the northeast. moving up
toward the land of Canaan. Acting according to God’s instructions, Moses
sent out twelve spies into the land ahead to spy out the land. When they had
all returned, ten of them proclaimed it impossible to take the walled cities of
the Canaanites. Only Joshua and Caleb wished to continue into the land. The
people of Israel accepted the majority report.

This was a case where the majority was wrong. There is a lesson here. It is
that it is possible to be in the minority and to still be right.
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Because of the unbelief of the people, the Lord said that they would remain
in the Wilderness for forty years. When the Israelites heard this, they decided
to go ahead and take on the Canaanites, against the advice of Moses who
warned them that they would now be defeated. The following battle turned
into a massacre and the Israelites were thoroughly defeated.

THE WILDERNESS WANDERINGS

Most of the next 38
years were spent by the
Israelites near the area
of Kadesh-barnea.
During this time, the
Exodus generation died
and a new generation
succeeded them.

When the Israelites
finally left Kadesh-
barnea, they traveled
south in a wide circle
around the hostile
Edomites, finally
coming to the plains of
Moab on the east bank
of the Jordan River. It
was here that God
completed His covenant
with Israel in the form
of the book of

barnea ® . :

Deuteronomy, using the same format of the Suzerain Treaties of that day.

With Moses soon to die, a new leader was chosen who would lead the
Israelites into Canaan. His name was Joshua.
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